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Covenanting Service 
 

 The Reverend Lloyd Bruce 
and the  

Sackville Pastoral Charge 
and the  

Chignecto Presbytery of the United Church of Canada 
June 4, 2017 

* Please stand as you are able 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Gathering and Centering 
Prelude 
Welcome  
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  
May this light symbolize the illuminating creativity of our faith: 
 the creativity to work together; 
 the openness to explore new avenues of religious insight; 

the compassion to develop a caring community; 
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the inspiration to envision a world of peace and 
freedom.  

May we be ever mindful of the presentness of the sacred among 
and within us. 
 
Opening Sentences 
As we gather to celebrate this new beginning we remember the 
larger church of which we are a vital part, and how, by working 
together, we can offer many positive contributions to the world 
around us.  
 In these times, the winding road we travel calls for 

imagination, creativity, and new visions.  
 
May the same spirit that moved in Jesus move in each of us, 
enabling new life to emerge and grow.   

Let us celebrate the richness and diversity that exists 
amongst us.  May the sharing of our gifts enable us to 
transform life around us.   

 
*Hymn   Draw the Circle Wide    MV 145  
Words © 2008 by Mark A. Miller, 2008 Abingdon Press. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719137 

 
Draw the circle wide. 
Draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone,  
standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
 
God the stillpoint of the circle, ‘round whom all creation turns;  
nothing lost, but held forever, in God’s gracious arms. 
 
Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small;  
let our loving know no borders, faithful to God’s call. 
 
Let the dreams we dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before;  
let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door. 
 
Children’s Time 
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Covenanting Action 
 
Presentation of New Minister 
Statement of this New Ministry 
Prayer:  We are called to Christ's ministry, each of us 
bringing our gifts and talents.  May the Spirit be upon us as we 
commit ourselves to work together in Christ's name.  Amen.  
 
*Hymn  We Are Pilgrims    VU 595 
 
Promises of the New Minister 
Lloyd, do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit 
yourself to this new ministry?  
 I do.  
Will you accept the discipline of the presbytery and, together with 
its other members, be responsible for the oversight of the church's 
life?  
 I will.  
Will you accept the support and encouragement of this pastoral 
charge and this presbytery?  
 I will.  

Promises of the Pastoral Charge  

Will you join with the Reverend Lloyd Bruce in the 
ministry of this pastoral charge and the wider church?  

We will.  
Will you support him as he serves among you in this ministry?  

We will.  
 
Promises of the Presbytery 
Will you, as members of Chignecto Presbytery, join with Lloyd 
and the Sackville Pastoral Charge in the ministry that is both theirs 
and ours?  

We will.  
Will you exercise oversight for their work and witness, and support 
and encourage them in this ministry?  

We will.  
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Presentation of Symbols 
 
A Bible 
Take this Bible. Be among us as one who opens the stories for us, 
teaching and proclaiming wisely.  
Sung response:    Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love, VU 593 
Words © 1969 by Tom Colvin. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719137 
 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
 
Water 
Be among us as one who baptizes and welcomes all in the name of 
Christ.  
Sung response: 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
 
Towel and basin and Water 
Be among us as one who leads by example, and encourages 
community response to the needs of others. 
Sung response: 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
 
Pitch Fork 
Be among us as one who shares a connection to the land and works 
alongside of us. 
Sung response:     
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
 
Balloons 
Be among us as one of many and join us in celebrating beauty in 
diversity. 
Sung response:     
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
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Bread and wine  
Be among us as one who cares for those who hunger and thirst.  
Sung response:     
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
 
Lloyd, and members and friends of the Sackville Pastoral Charge, 
these are signs of the ministry that is yours and ours in this place.  
Sung response:     
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you. 
 
New Minister's Prayer 
Response to Covenant 
Thanks to the Search Committee 
Special Music 

 
 
 

Taking Time to Listen 
 
Reading  Luke 4: 16-21 
Reflection Promises, Promises, Promises 
 
*Hymn Three Things I Promise  MV 176 
Words © 1997 by Brian Wren, Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-
719137 
 

Three things I promise, Holy God,  
in age and youth, in life and death:  
to bless your Name, and cling to Christ,  
and listen for the Spirit’s breath. 
 
Your love unfolded time and space,  
and life, and all that life became,  
and so, with thankful heart and voice,  
through good and ill, I bless your Name. 
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I follow, serve, and cling to Christ  
amid our culture’s tides and trends,  
for here your Name is most revealed:  
Majestic Love, and Best of Friends. 
 
Enlivened as the Spirit moves  
to cleanse, awaken, and renew,  
I pray that justice, peace, and truth,  
may seed and grow in all I do. 
 
If I should live when vigour fades,  
and family and friends are gone,  
three acts of loving faith remain  
when days are slow, and work is done. 
 
Revive and guide me, Living God,  
as day by day, until my death,  
I bless your Name, and cling to Christ,  
and listen for the spirit’s breath. 
 

 
Responding with Prayer and Action 

 
Offering Invitation 
 
*Sung Response      As a Fire Is Meant for Burning   VU 578, v.2 
Words © 1992 by Ruth Duck. Used with permission under OneLicense A-719137. 

 
We are learners, we are teachers, we are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers, we are givers, we are vessels made of clay. 
By our gentle, loving action, we would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening spirit we would live to God’s delight. 
 
*Offertory Prayer (together) 
We give thanks that we are able to express our gratitude for 
life through the offering of our time, talents and treasures.  
May we have the courage to live our lives to the fullest, and 
may our belief in the future find full expression in our daily 
acts of generosity.  Amen. 
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*Song of Faith  
We sing of God’s good news lived out, 
a church with purpose: 
   faith nurtured and hearts comforted, 
   gifts shared for the good of all, 
   resistance to the forces that exploit and marginalize, 
   fierce love in the face of violence, 
   human dignity defended, 
   members of a community held and inspired by God, 
      corrected and comforted, 
   instrument of the loving Spirit of Christ, 
   creation’s mending. 
We sing of God’s mission. 

 
 

Celebration of Communion 
Invitation 
*Communion Hymn One Bread, One Body VU 467 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
God is the heart of life. 
 And we are the heartbeat. 
May our hearts be filled 
with thanks and praise and songs of joy. 
 We rejoice in the miracle of life 
 and delight in our participation.   
 
Our tradition says that, at the Last Supper, Jesus,  
sharing bread and wine, invited the disciples to share his journey. 
 Here today, through bread and wine, 
 we renew our journey with Jesus and his disciples. 
Here today, through bread and wine, 
we renew our communion with the earth. 
 Here today, through bread and wine, 
 we renew our unity with one another, 
 and with all those who have gone before us in this place. 
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We give thanks for the gifts of creation and life. 
 For this wonderful world which is ours not only to enjoy 

but also to care for. 
We give thanks for Jesus who showed us the way to live our lives 
to the fullest. 
 We give thanks for the opportunity to come to this 

table, so that we may come as one family, living and 
learning together.  

 
We give thanks; and together we give praise: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might,  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We give thanks for Jesus of Nazareth, 
 gatherer of folk, teller of stories, breaker of bread, 
 pourer of wine, weaver of lives. 
 
In his life, wisdom, stories and social vision 
we recall the words he spoke  
 that they may call forth in us 
 love, care and respect for one another. 
 
On the night before he died, he had supper with his companions. 
He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks,               
he broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
 “Take, eat. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Then, he took the cup, and after giving thanks,  
he passed it among them, saying: 
 “Drink this.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  
Through the loaf and cup, Jesus lives within us. 
 In word and deed, Jesus lives among us. 
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So now we take this bread and this wine.  May the Holy Spirit be 
upon these simple gifts, so that all who share in this bread and cup 
may be the body of Christ: light, life, and love in the world.  May 
we be filled with Jesus’ courage and compassion as we go forth, 
reaching out to others.   
 
At this time we also remember all who wanted to be here today but 
were unable.  We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain, 
all who are ill or alone, 
 all who live with fear, oppression, or hunger,  

all whom the world counts as last and least. 
We pray for the church and its varied ministries,  
for all nations as they strive for peace and justice, 

for the earth, and the fragile web of life we share, 
for our families and friends, 
for ourselves, as we begin our journey together.   

 
 
 
We pray through the power of the Holy Spirit, today and always, 

Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker. 
Source of all that is and that shall be. 
 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo 
through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed 
by all peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done 
by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
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From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread and the Pouring of the Cup 
 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
 
Prayer after Communion (together)                                          
Eternal mystery, may the bread and the cup which we have 
shared together strengthen us in our witness to the world.  May 
we go forth into the world in courage and peace, continuing to 
be truly thankful in all we do and in all we become as we build 
community around us.  Amen. 

 
 

 
Sending Forth 

 
*Closing Hymn:  Let Us Build a House   MV 1 
Words © 1994 by Marty Haugen, GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719137 

 
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and 
true,  
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:   Refrain 
 
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat;  
a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 
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Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone  
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the word they’ve 
known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  
Build of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 
 
 
* Blessing and Sending Forth  
May the Spirit of Life and Love heal, renew and make us whole. 
May the bread and the wine and the remembering 
be a blessing on us all. 
 Together we remember our past. 
 Together we discern our present. 
 Together we shape our future.  Amen. 
 
Postlude 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +   
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You are invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments following 
the service.  Thank you to all who participated in this service and 
all those who helped in the preparations. 
Presiders  The Reverend Catherine Gaw,  

Chair of Chignecto Presbytery 
   The Reverend Lloyd Bruce 
Reflection  The Reverend Steve Berube 
Music   Jennie Del Motte and SUC Choir  
Presenter  Jane Braedley 
Symbol Presenters 
 Bible     Anne Pirie 
 Water    Gayle Key 
 Water, Towel & Basin Julien Desrochers  
      & Kyle Wells  
 Pitchfork    John Carlisle 
 Balloons    Theo Michaelis-Law 

Bread & Wine   Shelley Beaver   


