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2  Our Membership and Statistics 
 

2015  
 Members welcomed to Upper Sackville UC:      By Transfer:  Stella Dawe    November 29, 2015  Ryerson Dawe    November 29, 2015       By Confirmation:  Kyle R. D. Wells   November 29, 2015   Members removed from Upper Sackville UC:       Through Death:    William D. McLellan   October 2, 2015  Ernest D. Sears    December 27, 2015   Members welcomed to Sackville UC:        By Transfer:    Andrea J. Beverley   November 29, 2015  Julien L. Desrochers   November 29, 2015  Hannah M. Lane   November 29, 2015  Cynthia P. Spurles   November 29, 2015  Glenda E. A. Thornton   November 29, 2015    Members removed from Sackville UC:       Through Death:     Erna I. (Cadman) Balser  February 4, 2015      Marion E. Edgett   February 6, 2015  Jean M. MacLeod   March 2, 2015  Isabel L. Crawford   April 3, 2015  Leona M. Fullerton   May 17, 2015  Carrie S. T. Scott   July 14, 2015  Dr. David P. Beatty   August 2, 2015  Betty C. Tower    November 10, 2015  Beatrice D.D. Moore   December 4, 2015   Marriages Performed: 
 Ronald G. W. Carter and Taylor Anne Ripley  August 15, 2015 
 David J. Naylor and Megan D. Scopie   September 12, 2015         



3  Funerals, Memorials, and Graveside Services Registered:      Date of Death:  Dorothy E. LeLacheur   December 13, 2014  M. Catherine Reid   January 10, 2015  Bonita A. Leifker   January 30, 2015  Erna I. Balser    February 4, 2015  Olsen B. Allen    March 1, 2015  Jean M. MacLeod   March 2, 2015  Brenda J. Henderson   March 29, 2015  Harold D. Price    March 29, 2015  Isabel L. Crawford   April 3, 2015   Charles J. Haley Jr.   April 5, 2015  Rufus Reid    April 29, 2015  Diane Horvath               -  Carrie S.T. Scott   July 14, 2015  Robert N. Hazelhurst   August 28, 2015  Richard B. Lane   October 10, 2015  Ernest D. Sears    December 27, 2015           
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2015 Pastoral Charge Statistics:   Total Sackville UC Confirmed members: 332 (Resident–178; Non-resident–154) Upper Sackville UC Confirmed members: 35 (Resident-25; Non-resident-10)         Total Households under pastoral care: 169          Total number of financially supporting households: 102  
  



4  Our Leadership and Governance 
  
  Minister’s Report 

 “so much is in the bud”     Denise Levertov   I begin with thanks.  To Jennie and Brandon and Dawn for their work on our behalf. And to each one of you who have taken on a piece of work and prayer in this ministry that is ours.  Your faces are before me as I write.  As I prepared this report I thought of the way each year gives us opportunity to go into it as Jesus goes into the desert in the Godly Play Faces of Easter.  He went in “to learn more about who he was and what his work was to be”.  As individuals, and as a faith community, we too may enter a year this way and at its end we look back into the year to see what we have learned and what our work has been.  We learn more about who we are.  Many of the facts of the year are covered in other reports so it is for me to notice, as one accountable for opening the Word and inviting you in, what I have seen.    Increasingly, I have seen the unique nature or personality of each congregation owned and expressed through the way you gather in worship and through the ways you minister to one another and to the world.  I see that the more the distinctness of each is of you held, not apologetically or resentfully, but with “courage and creativity and compassion”, the more you are freed to participate together in God’s mission.  I believe you are coming more and more to know your selves to be enough.  And it is when we know ourselves as enough, through God’s love of us, that we are best able to be honest, to recognize our particular gift and invitation and to let go that which is not ours. You are enough to receive God’s call, further and deeper into the work that is yours. Who knows what shape that call will take.  



5  As I shared time recently with the small group on the Trinity I was struck by a phrase spoken by Rob Fennell,  “God gives us to one another”.   The phrase delighted me.  It spoke of our value;  we don’t only have gifts, we are gift to one another.   We are God’s treasure.  For a series of Sundays recently the children and I gathered round a treasure box.  It is itself a treasure painted for me by someone vivid and bright.  Each week the treasure box went home with a child and the next week it came back.  We shared it in the circle during our worship time together.  Each week the child who brought the box would open it and tell us about that gift inside.  It was a treasure not meant to be hidden and kept but shared.  And each time, I was moved to see and hear that it always had connection to relationship.  I open the box of the year just passed and find the treasure of relationship; my relationship with each of you as individuals and as communities of faith,  your relationship with one another.  And all of us in God.  I open the box and there I see treasure; a congregation one by one getting up to dance (not metaphorically but ‘for real’), red dresses hung round the sanctuaries, a bell striking, stoves warming, prayer flags and heart gardens, music afternoons and Jazz Vespers, bubble blessings floating over backpacks, shared hugs and shared bread, music, and circles of children, the shared work of M & S and welcome for refugees, the look on your faces when the Christ Candle is lit.  These memories are always present when I open my heart.  What I most want to say here is that each year gives us opportunity to enter it as Jesus did in the Godly Play story, to learn more about who we are and what our work is to be.  As individuals and as a faith community we too may enter a year this way. At its end we look back into the year to see what we have learned and what our work has been.  We learn more about who we are.  And this we always know.  We are treasure, God’s gifts to one another.          In gratitude, 
             Catherine 

 (Rev.) Catherine Smith 
 
 
    



6  Pastoral Charge Council Report 
 The Sackville Pastoral Charge (SPC) Council was formed following a review of our governance structures and how we managed the SPC’s shared financial obligations.  It was evident that there needed to be a more clearly distinct governing body whose role it is, to make decisions that relate solely to the shared responsibilities of the charge.  At a meeting of the SPC held on June 14, 2015, the following motion was passed.  To approve the proposed structure for the SPC Council.  Proposed Structure:  Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Presbytery Representative, Treasurer and Chair of the Executive from Sackville United, Treasurer and Chair or Representative from Upper Sackville and one person from Ministry and Personnel.   When forming the structure, it was clear that at times one person would fill two roles as is the case with our Treasurer and Secretary at the time of this report.  At present the Council is comprised of the following: 
 Chair – Jane Braedley SPC Treasurer – Eric Tusz-King Secretary – Brenda Allen Chair of SUC Council – Marilyn Burrell Chair of USUC Council – Bernice McMaster Treasurer of USUC – Gaye Keye Secretary of USUC – Marion Holder SPC Presbytery Representative – Judith Coldwell  SPC Executive Council has met only once since its inception. At that meeting items discussed included oversight of properties and cemeteries within the SPC, our financial statements, 2016 budget, JNAC and our upcoming ministerial vacancy. Marilyn Burrell and I agreed at this meeting to work together on behalf of the charge to arrange pulpit supply and pastoral care until the process of someone accepting our call was completed.  There will be a learning curve for the SPC Executive Council as our role evolves and the responsibilities become more defined.  Open communication between all three councils will certainly be imperative to effectively deal with all business relating to the SPC.   I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the members of the SPC Executive Council and all the other volunteers who work tirelessly on behalf of the charge. I look forward to working with you all through the upcoming year as we celebrate our faith community together.  Respectfully,  Jane Braedley 
  



7   Minutes of Pastoral Charge Meetings 
 

Sackville Pastoral Charge Annual Meeting  – April 26, 2015 at Sackville United Church, 110 Main Street, Sackville, NB  Members in attendance:   Gary MacDonald, Elsie MacDonald, Margaret Anderson, Lois Hicks, Karen Bamford, Mary Sears, Judith Colwell, Anne Pirie, Eric Tusz-King, Dawn Estabrooks, Eldon Hay, Karen Sears, Frank Oulton, Dianne Oulton, Kathy Carr, Brenda Allen, Ed Burridge, Gayle Key, Beth Briscoe, Terry McMaster. Adherents in attendance:  Edward Knuckles, Janet Geier, Jane Robertson, Donna Hicks Minister:  Rev. Catherine Smith Ed Burridge, Chair of Sackville Pastoral Charge, opened the meeting at 12:30 p.m. and thanked everyone for attending this important meeting.  He then asked Rev. Catherine to do the devotion. Rev. Catherine precised the story from Genesis 28:10 - 18 of Jacob's Dream at Bethel and read excerpts from that passage.  She invited us, as Jacob did to recognize God in this place as we met together, to be aware of God's presence and to join our work with our worship.  She closed the reflection with a prayer for our time together.  Ed thanked Rev. Catherine for her devotion and explained to everyone that we are now holding a Sackville Pastoral Charge Annual Meeting and each church in the pastoral charge has a separate annual meeting – one at Upper Sackville United and one at Sackville United.   Minutes:  It was moved by Lois Hicks, seconded by Karen Bamford, to approve the minutes of the Sackville Pastoral Charge Annual Meeting, April 27, 2014 and the other Pastoral Charge Meeting from October 19, 2014.  Motion carried. Reports: a.  Minister’s Report – Rev. Catherine Smith (see page 10 & 11 in the 2014 Annual Report) 
Rev. Catherine reminded us that each congregation has grown in their own way and even though 
each congregation is different they both have the Epiphany Blessing,( page 11), in common. 

b. Church Council Report – Ed Burridge, Chair:  (see page 12 in 2014 Annual Report)                        Ed 
Burridge stated that a significant amount of work has been done on the church accounts – closing 
out some accounts and setting up a separate Pastoral Charge account with each church having their 
own separate bank accounts.  He also mentioned that Sackville United Church is trying out a new 
governance structure. 

c. Worship & Sanctuary – Elsie MacDonald, Chair (Jan.-June):  (see pages 13 & 14 in 2014 Annual 
Report)  Elsie MacDonald thanked the members of this committee who were on it and the ones 
who are still on it.  She mentioned that there are a number of thank yous listed at the end of the 
report on page 14 of the annual report. 

d. Pastoral Care & Inreach (see page 15) 
e. Pastoral  Charge Prayer Circle (see page 15) 
f. Ministry & Personnel – John Carlisle (see page 16 of 2014 Annual Report)  John Carlisle attended a 

workshop in Moncton and his report will be sent out from the church office to be placed in the 
2014 Annual Report. 

g. Parents & Tots – see Page 17 of 2014 Annual Report.  Brenda Allen stated that this is a joint 
outreach effort of both congregations and is a very successful program. 

h. Congregational Reports: 



8  1) Upper Sackville United Church – Rev. Catherine reported that Upper Sackville’s 
Committee of the Whole governance model seems to work very well for them.  With 
the change in time for Sackville United (11 a.m. instead of 10:30 a.m.) has made it 
possible to have Coffee & Conversation after the 9:00 a.m. church service.  Upper 
Sackville has done some fund-raising with Music afternoons and a Yard sale.  Their 
sewing of dresses has expanded and is very successful.  Gayle Key reported that the 
dresses are shipped to Victoria, BC and from there are shipped to places like the Congo. 

2) Sackville United Church – Judith Colwell announced that both Sackville United and 
Upper Sackville exceeded their Mission & Service goals for 2014. 

It was moved by Frank Oulton, seconded by Edward Knuckles, to receive all of the above reports.  Motion carried. i.  Finance Budget – Sackville Pastoral Charge for 2015 – see Addendum A: 
This was presented by Eric Tusz-King, Treasurer.  He stated that there is no Narrative Report in this 
2014 Annual Report.  Eric then explained the details of the proposed budget for 2015.  He stated 
that the formula used to determine what each church contributes is based on the number of 
contributors.  Here are the following percentages: 
  
     Sackville United  Upper Sackville 
 Minister    87.2   12.8 
 Conference & Presbytery 
 Allocations    84   16 
 Office Expenses    92      8 
 
Gayle Key, Treasurer of Upper Sackville United, stated that it is really tough to come up with more 
and more funds each year with only seventeen contributors. 
Eric Tusz-King stated that Upper Sackville will be given a ‘credit amount’ for their contributions to 
the former church manse over the last number of years.  He will work that out with Gayle Key. 
Judith Colwell requested that next year she would like to see the Mission & Service Fund added to 
the Sackville Pastoral Charge Income Statement. 
Our Conference & Presbytery Allocations are based on resident membership. 
 
It was moved by Edward Knuckles, seconded by Lois Hicks, to accept the budget as presented.  
Motion carried. 

Governance: a) Trustee Requirement for Cemeteries – Ed Burridge stated that there are a number of options to set 
up trustees.  The cemeteries are owned by the United Church of Canada.   
It was moved by Eldon Hay, seconded by Judith Colwell, that the Sackville Pastoral Charge Council 
be charged to come up with options for trusteeship of the two cemeteries for a fall meeting of the 
Sackville Pastoral Charge.  Motion Carried. 

b) It was moved by Eric Tusz-King, seconded by Lois Hicks, that an Interim Pastoral Charge Council be 
formed consisting of Treasurer, Eric Tusz-King; Chair, Ed Burridge; Secretary, Brenda Allen; 
Presbytery Rep, Judith Colwell; a Sackville United Church rep and an Upper Sackville Church rep; 
and the minister, Rev. Catherine Smith.  Motion Carried. 



9  c)       c) 
Sackville Pastoral Charge Council  
It was moved by Lois Hicks, seconded by Anne Pirie, that the Sackville Pastoral Charge Interim 
Council be charged to come up with options for the structure of the Pastoral Charge Council by 
September 15th.  Motion Carried. 

d) Joint Needs Assessment Committee – This committee will need to be formed at a fall meeting since 
Rev. Catherine Smith’s contract ends in June, 2016.  Each point in the pastoral charge will need to 
present names for this committee.   

Fall Meeting – It was proposed that a Sackville Pastoral Charge Meeting could be held on Sunday, October 4th at 12:30 p.m. at Sackville United Church. Meeting adjourned by Ed Burridge at 2:00 p.m. ______________________________________  _______________________________ Secretary      Chair 
 Rev. Catherine Smith emailed (on April 27th, 2015) the following benediction to everyone who attended this meeting: Hello everyone,  
 
I've been thinking about our meeting yesterday ever since we all went our separate ways.   I've been 
thinking about feeling, the feeling that we lacked some gathering together at the end for which I feel 
responsible.  It felt as though in some sense we had already begun to leave even before the meeting 
ended and, sensing that, I let you all go. 
 
But, I do want to recall for all of us who gathered, the reading I offered, from Genesis, at the 
beginning, where Jacob wakes and recognizes after a fantastic dream of angels that God was in that 
place.  Jacob made a marker of his recognition and honoured the place.  I called us to be aware of 
God's presence, to watch for it.  It is that recognition that will bring us, not to agreement but, to a 
coherence of heart. 
 
So, I feel the need and the responsibility today to revisit our ending, to encourage you to close the 
meeting by circling back to its opening, to ask yourself where in your speaking or listening you met 
God's presence in that place.  Can we find ways in which our work was one with our worship?  And 
as I send this I offer benediction on the responses that will rise in each of you and on the ways they 
may in Spirit shape us. 
 
Blessings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     



10  Sackville Pastoral Charge Congregational Meeting  – June 14, 2015 at Sackville United Church  Members in Attendance: Brenda Allen, Marilyn Burrell, Karen Sears, Karen Bamford, Shirley Hopkins, Kathy Carr, Beth Briscoe, Margaret Anderson, John Carlisle, Gayle Key, Dianne Oulton, Frank Oulton, Judith Colwell, Eric Tusz-King, Nancy Burridge, Dawn Estabrooks, Diane Fullerton, Craig Brett, Ed Burridge. Adherents in Attendance:  Hannah Lane, Jane Robertson, Janet Geier, Judy Carlisle, Terry McMaster, Phyllis Carson After worship, in which we honoured and celebrated the work of those who practiced their faith in places that seem to disappear but in fact live on in us and spread out into the world like blessings on a prayer flag, we gathered for our meeting with the prayer flags displayed on a table in front.  We listened to Carrie Newcomer's song, The Work of Our Hands, as we prepared our hearts for meeting. Rev. Catherine gathered us in prayer that recalled the work of other's hands and spoke of the work of our hands through this meeting.  Ed Burridge welcomed everyone and stated that he would chair this meeting; however, it would be his last one to chair. Judith Colwell spoke to everyone about a ‘sleeping bag’ project of Pam Harrison’s (Mission & Service).   These are coats that convert into a sleeping bag for street people in our Maritime cities.  Judith encouraged everyone to donate to this cause and was hoping we could provide at least one coat ($220.) or more.  Tax receipts would be issued for donations of $20. or more.  Ed Burridge outlined the four agenda items. 1)  Joint Needs Assessment Committee – Ed Burridge stated that we should have at least three on this 
committee from Sackville United and two from Upper Sackville United and possibly one of them 
would be from the Ministry & Personnel Committee. 
It was moved by Kathy Carr, seconded by Dianne Oulton, to approve the following for the JNAC:  
Anne Pirie, Sackville United; Judith Colwell, Sackville United; Craig Brett, Sackville United; John 
Carlisle, Upper Sackville United plus, if possible, one additional person from each church.  Motion 
Carried. 

2) Proposed Structure for the Sackville Pastoral Charge Council  - It was moved by Eric Tusz-King, 
seconded by Beth Briscoe, to approve the proposed structure for the Sackville Pastoral Charge 
Council.  Motion Carried. 
Proposed Structure:  Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Presbytery Rep, Treasurer & Chair of Executive 
from Sackville United, Treasurer & Chair or a Rep from Upper Sackville, and one person from 
Ministry & Personnel. 

3) Appoint the new members of the SPC Ministry & Personnel Committee – It was moved by Eric Tusz-
King, seconded by Craig Brett, to appoint Shirley Hopkins and Karen Bamford to the Sackville 
Pastoral Charge Ministry & Personnel Committee.  Motion Carried. 

4) Consider the name of a chair for the SPC Council – Ed reminded everyone that he is finished as 
chair.  Since no one and no name came forward, a search committee for a new chair was formed 
consisting of Margaret Anderson, Jane Robertson and Rev. Catherine Smith.  This group will meet in 
July to discuss names for a candidate for this position. 

Ed Burridge adjourned the meeting at 1:03 p.m. ______________________________________  ______________________________ Secretary    Chair       



11   Sackville Pastoral Charge Congregational Meeting  – Oct.18, 2015 at Sackville United Church, 110 Main Street, Sackville, NB  Members Attending:  Brenda Allen, Jane Braedley, Ron Sutherland, Gayle Key, Phyllis Stopps, Beth Briscoe, Gary MacDonald, Kathy Carr, John Carlisle, Judith Colwell, Dawn Estabrooks, Diane and David Fullerton, Phyllis Carson, Karen Bamford, Lois Hicks, Sandra Sears, Anne Pirie  Adherents Attending:  Jane Robertson, Judy Carlisle, Julien Desrochers  Minister Attending:  Rev. Catherine Smith  In the absence of a chair person, Rev. Catherine Smith opened the meeting with the words from our church service – seeds and Kingdom.   Rev. Catherine reported to the congregation that she had met with Margaret Anderson and Jane Robertson during the summer and they had decided to ask Jane Braedley if she would consider being chair of the pastoral charge.  Jane Braedley agreed to do this for one year.  It was moved by Karen Bamford, seconded by Lois Hicks, that Jane Braedley be approved as chair of the Sackville Pastoral Charge.  Motion Carried.  Karen Bamford moved to adjourn the meeting. ____________________________ ___________________________ Secretary     Chair    
     Sackville Pastoral Charge Congregational Meeting  – November 29, 2015 at Sackville United Church   Members in Attendance:  Brenda Allen, Dawn Estabrooks, Karen Sears, Craig Brett, Jane Braedley, Margaret & Eric Tusz-King, Anne Pirie, Dianne &  Frank Oulton, Phyllis Stopps, Beth Briscoe, Diane & David Fullerton, Marilyn Burrell, Norma & Wallie Sears, Nancy & Ed Burridge, Eldon Hay, John Carlisle, Judith Colwell, Lois Hicks, Ron Sutherland, Jean & Bill Young, Gary MacDonald, Jennie Del Motte, Margaret Anderson, Gayle Key, Hannah Lane.  Adherents in Attendance:  Colin Estabrooks, Karen & Graeme Stewart, Gloria Turner, Edward Knuckles, Jane Robertson, Ron Melanson, Janet Geier. Other interested attendees:  Lesley Read, Lesley Mede (sp?)  Minister:  Rev. Catherine Smith  



12  Jane Braedley, Chair of the Sackville Pastoral Charge, opened the meeting at 12:20 p.m. and explained the purpose of the meeting is to consider the ways in which the pastoral charge may join with the newly formed Sackville Refugee Response Coalition (SRRC) in the work of sponsoring a refugee family or families.  At  this meeting agreement will be sought by motion concerning a process in which the United Church, as sponsorship agreement holder through the denomination can be of great help.  This meeting is for the purpose of making formal the commitment we have already expressed in our pastoral charge’s informal gatherings.  Jane then called on Rev. Catherine Smith who offered a blessing on this journey and on our work on this commitment, along with a blessing on those seeking a home in Sackville.  Rev. Catherine explained the process that has taken place already.  There have been ecumenical gatherings of the churches.  Sackville United’s process will be used for the first family, Middle Sackville Baptist Church for a second family, and if needed, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church for a third family.  It was stated that we are ready to apply for the first family.  We are part of the blended process and will have government support for the first six months of bringing a family to Sackville.  Eric Tusz-King spoke on the finances.  He informed the meeting that Sackville United Church has opened a separate bank account for the donations and income tax receipts will be issued.  To date, $10,000. has been received and $5,000. will be coming from the United Church of Canada’s  head office in Toronto.    The website is SRRC and committees have already been set up for the various needs that a new refugee family will require.   At this time, Jane Braedley, chair of the Sackville Pastoral Charge, asked for a motion.  It was moved by Anne Pirie, seconded by Craig Brett, that Sackville Pastoral Church  offer the Sponsorship Agreement Holder status it holds, by virtue of its membership in the United Church of Canada, as a resource to the Sackville Refugee Response Coalition (SRRC) to facilitate the sponsorship of the first refugee family to Sackville.  This was agreed to as a possible pathway, first at an ecumenical gathering of Sackville clergy and lay representatives, and, then, by the steering group of the SRRC.  Sackville Pastoral Charge would issue charitable tax receipts for all monies donated through this charge and when the final amount for sponsorship is reached, monies from all town sources would be gathered in a sub-account of Sackville United, so that proof of financial readiness is established and the application can be made.  Motion Carried.  Eric Tusz-King moved to adjourn the meeting.  _____________________________________  _________________________________ Secretary      Chair      



13  Our Committees and Groups 
  Worship and Sanctuary 
 2015 Annual Report  MISSION STATEMENT:  “We are a committee who work closely with the minister in lifting our community of faith beyond the ordinary into the presence of God” MEMBERS; Jane Braedley, Jennie Del Motte, Janet Geier, Jane Robertson, Rev Catherine Smith and new member Glenda Thornton.   Every Sunday, Sackville Pastoral Charge congregations, namely Upper Sackville United  and Sackville United celebrate the presence of God and await God’s call to mission and to ministry in this community and beyond into the wider global community.   Sackville United congregation continues to evolve in the new space making full use of the audio-visual equipment and the ability to rearrange the space as needed for different types of worship and uses.  Upper Sackville continue to meet in their church on Pond Shore Road.  A Worship Circle of Service poster was put up at Sackville United to invite people to express how they would like to get involved in worship and to bring their ideas of things they may like to lead/develop.   Through Lent and on Good Friday the cross graced the sanctuaries of both churches and cloths were draped over it each Sunday finally culminating in the cross being adorned by flowers on Easter Sunday.    Catherine prepared and offered a Spirit and Arts series which engaged both pastoral charge members and the Sackville community.    Name tags continue to be used at Sackville United in acknowledging people’s names. Catherine has been joined by pastoral charge members in leading worship at the Drew several times throughout 2015.   Prayer Baskets have been provided to both congregations by Marilyn Burrell.  Congregational members are encouraged to take a prayer from the basket and incorporate it into their daily prayers and routines.  Jane Robertson is tending to that at Upper Sackville.   Branden Olsen provided musical leadership while Jennie was on maternity leave.  Catherine started using the Narrative Lectionary in September 2015.  On November 29th at Upper Sackville we welcomed three new members, one through confirmation and two by transfer of membership.  The same day at Sackville United we 



14  welcomed five new adult members by transfer of membership and profession of faith and shared a blessing with Ari and Dorothee.    Christmas Eve we again offered three worship services, 4:00 and 7:00 pm. at Sackville United and 9:00 pm. at Upper Sackville.  Thank You: .....Rev. Catherine Smith  .....Jennie Del Motte .....Sackville United Church choir for providing musical leadership .....Those involved in the Prayer Circle .....Frank Oulton for organizing welcomers .....Karen Bamford and Beth Briscoe who ask Scripture readers .....Pulpit Supply...all those who provided leadership .....Congregational members who offer rides to church to people who are unable to get there otherwise .....Judith Colwell for organizing folks to provide refreshments after worship .. 
 Submitted by Jane Braedley   Music at Sackville Pastoral Charge 
 It has been a satisfying year full of joy and adventure for music in the pastoral charge!  With Jennie off on maternity leave at the start of February, music leadership for both congregations was left in the capable hands of Branden Olsen.  Branden did a wonderful job of leading us in our singing and celebrating together in the spirit.   Jennie returned to her position at SUC in August, and at Upper Sackville in September, and is very grateful for Branden’s hard work, as well as his warm reception in our churches and community.  In mid-January, Upper Sackville received a new (and much fancier) organ through the generous help of James Kalyn and others.  We are still exploring the variety and depth of sound that it provides.  We continue to make good use of the wide variety of music included in Voices United and More Voices, as well as the hundreds of pieces available to us through our subscriptions to OneLicense and LicenSing that appear as choir anthems, solos, and hymns in both congregations.  We look forward to a year of music infused with the spirit, to special music performances at both SUC and Upper Sackville, and to continue, as always, to make a joyful noise!   Submitted by Jennie Del Motte  



15    
Ministry and Personnel 
 2015 Annual Report  The Ministry and Personnel (M&P) Committee is an ongoing, standing committee that oversees relationships within the Sackville Pastoral Charge, particularly the roles and functions of employees.  It does not have decision-making authority but makes recommendations for consideration to the Sackville Pastoral Charge Council.    The committee is involved in setting expectations for work carried out by employees and it is presently focusing on aligning the responsibilities of the secretarial position with the number of working hours.  The committee is currently in the unique position of enjoying three co-chairs, John Carlisle from Upper Sackville United Church and Karen Bamford and Shirley Hopkins from Sackville United Church.   Submitted by Shirley Hopkins 
 
 
Parents & Tots 
2015 Annual Report 
Parents & Tots continues to be a very successful outreach program that is open to the community every Thursday morning from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., from September to May, in the basement of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.   It is a wonderful opportunity for parents/grandparents to meet and for their children to play!    Thirty-five(35) families were registered for 2015 with forty-seven (47) children involved (an average of 18-20 children coming each week.   We wish to thank St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church for donating their space for this outreach program and also a huge thank you to our United Church volunteers who help with this program Florence Hicks, Beth Briscoe, Lynn Estabrooks, Margaret Anderson and Brenda Allen.     
 Submitted by Brenda Allen 
 
 
  



16  Chignecto Presbytery Representative 
 2015 Annual Report  
I attend five meetings of the Presbytery each year, and because I have been chair of Gifts and Giving Committee (Stewardship), have attended 10 meetings of the Executive of Presbytery.  The main concern for the Gifts and Giving Committee has been to assure that our Pastoral Charges are setting goals and paying regularly to the Mission and Service of the Church. The Gifts and Giving Committee is looking at merging with the Church in Action Committee in 2016.  I have also been a member of the Affirm Committee of the Presbytery.  Our work on the Affirm Committee is wrapping up and we expect the Presbytery to vote to become an Affirming Presbytery in April 2016.    One committee of Presbytery, Pastoral Relations/Pastoral Oversight, has been particularly over-taxed with work for the last few years, and steps are underway to stream-line their work with more tasked volunteers.  You will note that we have not been visited for a triennial visit since 2011.  So volunteers with set “scripts” have been formed into groups to do this work.  We are scheduled for a triennial visit in 2017.  Also in relation to pastoral charges, as numbers of people and finances diminish, we have noticed that Pastoral Charges are finding that they need less than full-time ministers.  This will mean more oversight for that committee.  Property and Finance Committee are working to establish the ownership of United Church properties, and to assure that there are trustees, particularly for the cemeteries.  As part of that effort, I found all our civic addresses and real estate PIDs for the Pastoral Charge properties.  Since we were the last pastoral charge that ministered in Anderson Settlement, I also found the PID information for it, and the Conference and Presbytery are now working at straightening out all the pieces for that old church and cemetery.  Christian Life and Growth Committee are sponsoring a new workshop to be held in Sackville United Church in April 2016 on the topic of Parish Nursing.  The Church in Action Committee has been particularly concerned with Israel/Palestine relations, with aboriginal rights, and with climate change.  Submitted by Judith Colwell   
  



17  Our Property and Finances 
Cemetery Committee 
 Annual Report 2015  Cemetery Committee: Florence Hicks, Margaret Anderson, Phyllis Stopps (Chair)  The Cemetery Committee was approved at the September 7th, 2010 Council meeting and has since set up a separate bank account at the Royal Bank and received donations in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013.  No funds have been received from cemetery investment funds. The Committee was struck to deal with ongoing vandalism to the cemetery and to work on restoration of stones.   Due to lack of funds, from cemetery investments and donors, there was no work done at the 
cemetery in 2015. The committee would like to thank Austin Ibbitson, who did a marvelous job 
mowing and trimming the cemetery in 2015. 
 
The committee strongly supports work be done on the cemetery in 2016 and prioritizes the 
following:  Restoration of the Thomas Bowser monument at a cost of $350,  Replacement of the cemetery signage at Crane’s Corner.   Submitted by Phyllis Stopps 
 
Rockport United Church 
 2015 Annual Report  Greetings to Sackville Pastoral Charge!  Rockport United is a small country church, heated by wood stove and lit by Coleman lanterns and candles, whose congregation worships together three times a year – Palm Sunday, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  Our congregation varies in size from 12-30, and many of us have strong family ties to the area and grew up attending Rockport United.  For the past several years, worship has been led by Jennie Del Motte, and music was faithfully provided (as it had been for quite some time) by Ernie Sears and friends.  Our congregation will miss his voice, talent, and dedication to our little church, and we are grateful for the many years that we were able to experience his ministry of music.  Our services are at 2:30pm on Sunday afternoons, and all are welcome to join us in our celebration of the Word.  Submitted by: Jennie Del Motte on behalf of Nancy Read, member of the Board of Directors 2015 Statement of Finances (Rockport United Church) 
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19   Pastoral Charge Treasurer 
 2015 Annual Report  Financial Position In my report last year I commented on the work that was done to separate Sackville Pastoral Charge income and expenses from those of Sackville United Church.  As you can see in this year’s financial reports of Revenue and Expenses and Financial Position they are quite simple.  The actual revenue and expenses are virtually the same.  This slight difference is just a difference of when cheques and deposits were made in the last days of 2015. You will also note that the expenses were slightly higher than was budgeted for 2015.  There are a few lines on which I would like to comment:  Total minister related expenses were slightly less in travel and benefits 

 Secretary related expenses were higher, due to overtime hours done in the first months of Jennie 
Del Motte’s maternity leave. 

 Bookkeeping and Professional fees (auditor) are higher, due to Sackville United Church’s 
complicated finances. 

 Telephone and Internet expenses were accidently omitted in the budget for 2015. 
When the treasurers of Sackville United Church and Upper Sackville Church met to review 2015 expenses, it was agreed that the increased costs for bookkeeping and auditor were not a responsibility for which the pastoral charge should take primary responsibility and Sackville United Church would assume most of those expenses.  Agreeing on Budget and Shared Expenses In my report in 2014 I explained that, “Each congregation contributes a different amount to the Pastoral Charge.  Each congregation contributes according to a formula that recognizes its portion of the shared expenses.  The formula includes the following factors: number of households under pastoral care, number of people attending worship, number of worship services, number of contributing households, the number of midweek programmes and groups.  Each year the treasurers of the congregations and the pastoral charge review this formula and the pastoral charge council confirms it.” On the proposed budget for 2016 I have noted the different percentages each congregation would normally contribute to the different categories of expenses.  These percentages are what the treasurers use to determine the exact amount each pays towards the actual expenses.  However, as was noted above with regard to the bookkeeping and auditing costs, there is an opportunity to discuss and alter these if something comes up that does not reflect the percentages budgeted.  Thanks In order for me to do the treasurer’s work I depend upon the secretaries, Dawn Estabrooks and Jennie Del Mott, and the bookkeeper, Sandra Briggs-Sheppard, to do their work.  I thank them for their commitment and professional expertise in carrying out their responsibilities. I thank the treasurers and other leadership of Upper Sackville Church and Sackville United Church for their collaboration on administering the finances for the pastoral charge.  Through this collaboration both congregations are able to have ministries which would probably not be possible otherwise.      Submitted by Eric Tusz-King 
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