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Beth Dickinson of Amherst Point, NS (left) was Chignecto Presbyterial UCW representative for
this summer’s Berwick United Church Encampment 145 ’All My Relations” held July 29 to August
7. She is pictured here leaning against one of the giant Hemlock trees outside Dorm A on
Welcome Way as she prepares to leave camp after a full week of activities. She was accom-
panied by her sister Olivia Williams, also of Amherst Point, NS. This was Beth’s first experience
of Berwick, a second stay at Camp Berwick for Olivia.  

Celebrating 40 Years of  N.E.W.S.
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To my sisters in Faith:

As we stand at this point in our history, we ask ourselves—What is God up to?

and  What are we going to do next?

Our challenge is to listen, to recognize change/transformation surrounds us

and a pro-active approach rather re-active is what we are called to do.

This is a time of renewal and rebirth.

From coast to coast to coast we are still engaging  the four pillars of our pur-

pose: Witness,  Study,  Fellowship  and Service. Our  faithful units, no matter the

number of members continue to develop and do the work to the very best of their

abilities. Some supply cookies for the ''cookie cottage'',  others uplift and support

camps,  and deliver meals on wheels, still others create and deliver poverty dolls

to those in positions of authority.

The child poverty initiative is now widely embraced across Canada. An impor-

tant component of this initiative is listening and learning in our communities and

speaking out, and educating  within our local areas, that ''charity is not enough''.

Poverty dolls are not toys, rather they are symbols to be offered along with  infor-

mation, facts and figures.

Yes,  this  has taken some out of their comfort zones and into politician's

offices.

Our work goes on:  Irish stew dinners, Mission and Service,  donations to

Women's Shelters, participating in World Day of Prayer, and participants in

refugee sponsorship.

We respond to God's call by learning more about Truth and Reconciliation,

murdered and missing indigenous women and girls, leading worship, organizing

quilt and art shows, and so much more. Several conference UCW's have become

Affirming in the past two years. 

Thank you United Church Women, for all you do in so many different ways

for so many others.

We look forward with anticipation and expectation to our transitioning times.

A ''welcoming'' path lies before us with  unfolding  adventures.  Our inner

WINGS are being stretched and nurtured by strong and persistent ROOTS.

These have been an amazing two years  and I thank you for allowing me to be

a part of your faith journey. Wherever we are, and how ever we honour our pur-

pose,  we are blessed and  know that we are not alone.

Shalom,

Phyllis Buchner, National  President, United Church Women.

''Roots and  Wings'' —  ''For surely I know the plans I have for you says the Lord,  plans
for your  welfare and not for harm,  to give you a future with hope''.   Jeremiah  11:  14

_______

Editor’s Note: Phyllis will be completing her two-year term as our National President
this Fall. On behalf of Chignecto Presbyterial Women I offer her our thanks and express
our appreciation for her devotion to the work of UCW, for her wonderful guidance and
leadership, and inspiration over the past two years. And for her willingly response to
contribute to each issue of Now Events We Share, I am so thankful.    And I extend our
heart-felt well wishes for her journeying onward. Nancy Sutherland of the Bay of Quinte
Conference will be following on as National UCW President. 

NatioNal Ucw PresideNt’s Message

A welcoming path lies ahead for UCW

in a time of renewal and rebirth

Now Events We Share, a
newsletter for Chignecto

Presbyterial United Church
Women, is published four times
a year —  in June, September,

January, and March.

Your story submissions and 
suggestions are welcomed 

and encouraged. 
Send news of what is 

happening in your pastoral
charge or church, feature 

stories or story ideas, 
photographs, information on

special events, and 
anniversaries...  your poetry,

your recipes, your jokes
...you are welcome to share

your wisdom, share your
humour...share your 

opinions...

Cost of the N.E.W.S. is $1.50
an issue or $6.00 for a year’s
subscription. Renewals are due
following the Annual Meeting

of Presbyterial in March.
Cheques should be made

payable to Chignecto
Presbyterial UCW N.E.W.S.

There is no cost for electronic
copies of the Newsletter. 

A special thanks to all who
contributed the stories and
photographs for this issue.

Deadline for submissions for
2016 Winter Issue: 

December 31.

Contact  Information
Editor: Jean Smith

Mailing address:
Note: Change in Address

167 Nappan Road
UPPER NAPPAN, NS B4H 3Y4

Telephone:  902-667-8748

Email:  cjsmith@eastlink.ca

About N.E.W.S.
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According to the latest statistics,
there are 1,335,000 children living in
poverty in our country. 

As many of you know, in 2014, the
United Church of Canada launched
“Bread not Stones”, a national project
to end child poverty in Canada. “If a
child asks for Bread who among us
would give that child a stone”—Matt.
7:9. The goal is to raise awareness and
advocate with all levels of government
to eradicate child poverty in our coun-
try. Rag dolls and paper dolls have
become our symbols of children in
poverty across this country. They are
presented to politicians and others of
influence who can influence or re-
direct government spending.

What can each of us do to help?
Speak to groups to which you

belong, organize rag doll workshops,
call, write, email or meet with your
municipal, provincial or federal politi-
cians and give them “Dolls of Hope”.
We need to keep children in poverty
front and centre. You could also align
with other faith groups in your area, or
hold a Bread not Stones church serv-
ice. Visit our website for more infor-
mation, doll patterns and ideas:
www.endchildpoverty.ca.

To my mind though, one of the most
important things we can do for today’s
children in poverty is to form inclusive,
caring relationships with them-they
need us. 

I was one of these kids-a child living
in poverty, amidst major dysfunction.
So I can attest to the importance of
being accepted and included. Childhood
was not fun in my family. However,
there were a few good memories that
stuck with me. My mother, despite her
overwhelming lack of funds, and
because of her love for us, always found
a way to give us Christmas presents. At
age 6, I received the most wonderful
gift. Her name is Anne-Marie—the
most beautiful walking doll I had ever
seen. She’s still with me today. She’s 64
years old now. She was my inspiration
to create “Dollie” and has given me the
passion to keep on keeping on, until sig-
nificant changes are achieved for our
most vulnerable children.   

Together, we can do it! The 1,335,000
million children will thank you.

Linda Woods

Co-chair Bread not Stones 

London and Middlesex
wecanendchildpoverty@gmail.com
www.endchildpoverty.ca

Childhood doll inspiration for UCW Doll of Hope

Anne-Marie, the childhood doll of Linda
Woods, became her inspiration for creating
Dollie, a Doll of Hope and a symbol of the
London, Ont. area’s “Bread Not Stones” pro-
ject. Linda is a UCW member at Wesley Knox
United Church in London. Bread Not Stones is
a country-wide campaign that urges UCWs to
become involved in the great task set for us in
reducing child poverty in Canada.   

Ontario singer/songwriter records ‘Bread Not Stones’ song
After attending and taking part in a Bread Not Stone service at Wesley-Knox United Church in London, Ont., singer/songwriter
Kevin White (shown with Dollie below) was inspired to compose lyrics and music for a song he has named Bread Not Stones.
It is his dream to have it become an anthem for all children in poverty in our country. He is accompanied vocally on the cd by
singer Roxanne Andrighetti (pictured with Linda Woods, her creation ‘Dollie’ and a few doll friends). Moved by the Bread not
Stones project, Roxanne created a PowerPoint presentation to present to her Toastmasters public speaking group. The song
will be made available for airtime on radio stations across the country. It will also be shared with our Presbyterial UCWs.
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A REFLECTION...
BY BARBARA GROUNDWATER

God’s gift of peace
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,

whose mind is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee.  Isaiah 26:3 KJV

It has been a busy summer.  What I had

thought would be a time of rest and rejuve-

nation hasn’t seemed to have happened, and

soon we’ll be preparing for all the fall

events.  Even though there hasn’t been a lot

of time to just sit back and take it easy, there

is some place I can go to feel refreshed.  In

my memory, I am drawn back to a scene

which took place at my uncle’s cottage on

Main River about twenty years ago.  I am

sitting on a bench swing with my aunt look-

ing at the river through the trunks of three

large oak trees which my uncle had planted

years before.  The day is warm with a slight

breeze.  The water is sparkling in the sun-

light and the occasional boat cruises up or

down the river.  My mom is sitting in a lawn

chair close beside us.  I feel absolute peace

and contentment.

The above scene, which I call to mind

when I am feeling tired or stressed, reminds

me of the twenty-third psalm in which the

psalmist says “The Lord is my shepherd, I

shall not want.  He makes me lie down in

green pastures; he leads me beside still

waters; he restores my soul.” This is a won-

derful image to keep in our minds.  God has

provided for us in so many ways, and one of

these is the gift of finding peace and con-

tentment in the midst of all our “busyness”.

May you, as you say goodbye to summer

and embark on fall activities, find your place

where you can go to feel the peace that God

can give us.

Prayer: Loving and nurturing God,
thank you for the gift of your peace.  In the
midst of all the things we occupy our time
with, help us to find or to recall instances
in which we can renew our spirits and our
minds so that we are better able to be of
service to you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maritime Women
Archivists Acclaimed

Eldon Hay, Contributor

The walls of the hall at the
Maritime Conference Centre in
Sackville show pictures of past
Conference presidents, United
Church Women presidents, and
Executive secretaries.  But until
very recently, no pictures of
past Archivists.  

Now there are! As Rev. Jane
Johnson, chair of the Staff
Committee said at Conference

“Let there be pictures of
Conference Archivists.”  

And there was!
Those photos were unveiled

at the recent meeting of the
Conference. Past Archivists
Carolyn Earle and Judith
Colwell did the honours — low-
ering the curtain; present
Archivist Sarah Wallace look-
ing on.

To quote Rev. Jane again,
“And Conference saw the pho-
tographs and said ‘They are
very good!’”

Now visitors can get a close
up look at them in the
Conference Office on Wright
Street.

Those Archivists:
Rev. Charles F. Johnson

(1940s and 1950s) Charles
Johnson wasn't officially
appointed as archivist but he did
a lot of work with the archives
and wrote quite a bit on the his-
tory of the church.

Rev. George H. MacLean
(1958-1960) George H.
MacLean wasn't officially
appointed as archivist either but
served as Archives Committee
Chair and did so much work for
the archives that he should be
noted as an archivist.

Rev. E. Arthur Betts (1963-
1978)

Rev. Arthur Betts was the
first "official" archivist and was
also prolific with his historical
writings.

Rev. Neil McLeod (1978-
1986)

ARCHIVISTS NOW IN THE PICTURE — Left to right:  Sarah
Wallace, born in Millville; Judith Colwell, of Jemseg;  Carolyn
Earle, a native of Saint John. All three New Brunswickers were
acclaimed at the recent 2016 annual  meeting of the Maritime
Conference in Sackville, NB. Sarah Wallace is Archivist of the
present state-of-the-art facility on Wright Street, Sackville NB; Judith
Colwell was Archivist when it was located on York Street; Carolyn
Earle oversaw the coming of the Conference archives from
Halifax, NS, to Sackville, NB, in 1997.
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I was pleased to attend the

Chignecto UCW rally in Cape

Jourimain in June, and I quite

enjoyed meeting so many ladies in

your presbyterial. I hope everyone

has been having a peaceful and

pleasant summer. As we get ready

for our fall busy-ness, I wanted to

remind you of a few things.

Our UCW theme for the next two

years is “Reaching Out… With

Purpose”. I am encouraging every-

one to focus on our UCW purpose,

and think about the part that says we

“show our loyalty and devotion to

Jesus Christ in Christian witness,

study, fellowship and service”. As a

UCW unit, evaluate how you feel

about these four aspects, and choose

one or two areas that you would like

to focus on, to enhance within your

unit.  For example, my unit plans to

work on the fellowship component.

We have already discussed some

things to try, such as sending cards to

those who miss a meeting, and

adding 30 minutes before our meet-

ing to just visit with each other.  

As part of our Child Well-Being

Initiative, we have started plans for a

cookbook.  The goals for this plan

are to get more ladies involved in

this initiative, and to raise awareness

about child poverty in our areas.  I

don’t want us to worry about the

final product, and I am hoping every-

one can enjoy their events.  Plan an

event with your group to raise

awareness about child poverty in

your area.  Use this event to help you

decide which recipes to send to your

presbyterial rep. Be creative with

your events. They can be as simple

or as complex as you want them to

be.  Just keep the goals in mind. 

Also, we are still working on

making dolls, with the intent of giv-

ing them to someone; ie political

representatives, as well as ministers

and teachers, and anyone else who is

in a position of influence in your

community.  Please continue to be

looking for creative ways to interact

with our government officials.  

As we move through the Fall and

into the new year, I look forward to

seeing where God will lead us as we

continue to do God’s will.  If you

have any questions or concerns,

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Sarah Goodfellow, President

Maritime Conference UCW

UCW RECOGNIZES ORDINANTS — As it is tradition, the Maritime Conference United Church Women each spring
recognizes the ordinants presented at Maritime Conference weekend in Sackville, NB. Each candidate is awarded a
donation given in their name to the Mission and Service Foundation of the United Church by the UCW.  Shown is
UCW Conference President Sarah Goodfellow of Jacksonville, NB as she makes the presentation on behalf of UCW
in the Maritimes. This year’s ordinants (may not be named in order as pictured) : Stephen A. Brown, Alicia Dawn Cox,
Heather E. Ferrier, Lesley A. Hamilton, Karen A. Ross, Keith Ross MacPherson. Darin J. MacKinnon, Bay of Quinte
Conference, was also ordained on Sunday, May 29 by the Maritime Conference, and  Carol A. Smith, ordained by
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, transferred  her ministry within The United Church of Canada during the Ordination
Service. The Rev. Stephen Brown is now serving in Chignecto with the congregation at St. James in Petitcodiac, NB.

MaritiMe coNfereNce Ucw PresideNt’s Message

Take time for group-focus on UCW Purpose 
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All My Relations
theme at Berwick

By Jean Smith

It was a difficult five days of study, reflection and conversation times at Berwick Camp
2016 as the participants in the Theology for Today program tried to attain more under-
standing of the “All My Relations” theme. It was a theological topic the Berwick program
people were naming an opportunity for campers to “engage in the most important invita-
tion of our time — to embrace the journey of right relationship with the Creator, with our
Neighbour, with Creation.” The week's journey took the paths of truths, apologies, respon-
sibilities, greater justice, healing and forgiveness. 

The Theology for Today leaders were the Rev. Dr. Russel Daye, a minister at St.
Andrew’s United Church in Halifax, who has been studying and working on reconciliation
initiatives in South Africa, as well as in Canada for almost two decades, and Marie Wilson,
one of three Commissioners on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) for
Canada for the past six years.  

Out of 450 applicants, she was selected as one of the three commissioners for the TRC.
After hearing statements from more than 7,000 residential school survivors, she  co-
authored a series of recommendations aimed at building new relationships between
Canada’s indigenous population and the government of Canada.

She travelled six years criss-crossing the country, sleeping few hours, and listening to
the most painful stories in 77 communities and at seven national events, being present on
240 hearing days to listen to those thousands of statements—statements made by the resi-
dential school survivors.   

For a century, generations of First Nations children were forced to leave their families
to attend residential school, where there was an
attempt to strip Aboriginal children of their culture.
For years after, many survivors of the so-called "cul-
tural genocide" had unimaginable difficulty letting
go of what happened to them. 

"What in God's name did we think we were doing?"
Maria Wilson asked the Berwick camping community.
It was despairing for the child taken and for the parent
left behind. The records show 150,000 children were
removed from their communities to be educated in 130
schools across the country, 16 of which were run by the
United Church of Canada. Six thousand of those chil-
dren attending residential schools never returned
home, they died at the schools.

In starting the residential school system the govern-
ment believed it needed to civilize the First Nations
people. "Educate and Christianize them",  "Kill the
Indian in the Child" were phrases we heard during the
week, some hearing these for the first time.
Assimilation was the method taken, and to educate the
Aboriginal children properly the government thought
they must separate them from the family.

There were reports of corporal punishment, often
severe, sometimes in public and of sexual abuse.
Verbal abuse was normalized “you will amount to
nothing”, “your (non-Christian) parents will burn in
hell”.  Family ruptures occurred as a result of the
schooling, the children learned to be ashamed of
their heritage, of their families.  When the education
was finished, they were not left with the skills to
become parents, to raise a family.  “Where was God
in that? It was "invading their souls' identity", Marie
Wilson questioned. 

Mary
Wilson
as she
addresses
campers
at a
morning
session in
Berwick.

View looking out of the Closed Pavilion at Camp
Berwick, where morning sessions were held! 
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All My Relations continued from page 6

Experiences of childhood last a life-
time, and the campers at Berwick
became aware of this as they watched
video glimpses of the hearings.  In
having the opportunity to tell their
stories, the residential school victims
often became childlike again, in lan-
guage and demeanor:  “I want to go
home,” uttered the voice of a sobbing
survivor.  We heard others testify in
these words:   “I feel like today is my
birthday. I have sit down a load that I
have been carrying around all of my
life", "I can breathe for the first time in
60 years, I never told this to anyone
before," "Thank God for alcohol, I was
able to survive,” "I spent my whole
life trying to find my way home, I did-
n’t fit in, I had no place to belong." 

“Who needs to heal?,” was Marie
Wilson’s question. 

The answer came: “The church needs
to heal, heal from our collective igno-
rance. We have to stop not knowing.”

Sadly many in our churches, clergy
as well as lay, are in a place of “baby
steps knowledge” of this.  A common
comment we too often herar is : “That
happened a long time ago, why don’t
we just get over it."

And, we read about this predomi-
nately in the middle of our apology to
the former students of United Church
Indian Residential schools and to their
families and communities given in
1998 by the then-Church Moderator
the Right Rev. Bill Phipps: "We know
that many within out church will still
not understand why each of us must
bear the scar, the blame, for this hor-
rendous period in Canadian history.
But the truth is, we are the bearers of
many blessing from our ancestors,
and therefore, we must also bear their
burdens. Our burdens include dishon-
ouring the depths of the struggles of
First Nations People and the richness
of your gifts." 

“Where am I in this? What can I
own? What is my place?”, were other
questions posed.

Suggestions were: become better
listeners (listening with the heart), talk
to families and churches, take advan-
tage of First Nations Sunday (in June),
start where you can start—start small.
Marie Wilson urged all to read the “94
Calls to Action” document, of which
14 are directed to churches.  Andy
O'Neill (St. Paul's United, Moncton) is
a member of the Maritime Conference
Aboriginal Concerns and Relations
Working Group, and he and Russ
Daye and some of its members may be
available to come to your church on a
Sunday to bring the message to your
congregation or better still a cluster of
congregations gathered in one spot.
KAIROS offers a blanket exercise. It
might be small first, maybe easy steps,
in the witnessing of living out of our
apology in our actions.

Michael Mugford, minister at Kingston Pastoral Charge, lead in Morningside at Berwick, where campers revisited their baptisms
each morning and reflected on the acknowledgement, the apology, forgiveness and reconciliation. Above left is the Reflection Table

with the colour symbols of the four quadrants of life, or four directions. Right, Berwick 2016 Evangelist the Rev. Dr. Paul Scott
Wilson, professor of Homiletics at Emmanuel College in Toronto at the Thursday evening service,”Miracles—too many to count”. 

MUSIC IS ALWAYS SPECIAL AT BERWICK
Kate MacLean, director of Music at Berwick, was able

to bring all that her choir voices had to the anthem on

Thursday evening at Berwick in a haunting music

adaption of Mark Miller’s “I Believe”. Those who

heard will remember long after the gates of Berwick

are closed for the year.   “I believe in the sun even

when it is not shining; I believe in love even when I do

not feel it; I believe in God, even when (even when)

God is silent.”  As one story goes, this song is based

upon a defiant statement of faith that had been

scrawled on a cellar wall in Cologne by a Jew hiding

from Nazi Gestapo during the Second World War. 
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UCW Life Membership at Nappan Church
Contributed by Jeannette Morris 

Long-time UCW member of the Nappan United Church Marilyn Kohout was presented with UCW Life
Membership Sunday, May 8, 2016 during a Sunday worship service. 

Jeannette Morris words of tribute:
It has been a blessing an an honour to have Marilyn Kohout as our president of the

Nappan-Maccan UCW for the past 20 years. Today, we are celebrating her many years
of commitment, dedication and outstanding leadership. What a privilege to have
shared laughter, tears, joy and pride in all we have accomplished together. We are
deeply grateful for her unique gifts — her energy, her humour, her commitment to
being well organized, her in-depth planning in having every detail worked out
always ensuring a sense of pride that we all feel in each job well done.

When Marilyn agreed to take on the role as president of the UCW, she put her
heart and soul into each and every decision, always conferring with us, either during
a meeting or by phone. I recall one sunny Saturday afternoon when Boyd and I were
at our cottage in Economy in the first year of Marilyn being our president. I was out
on the clam flats when I noticed our neighbour Harry coming toward me. When he
reached me, he said that Marilyn Kohout needed me to call her. It was a UCW matter
she felt required input and advice before making a final decision. With her it was
always team work. 

Our first annual June closing with her as president was in Parrsboro, at The Pier.
After our visit to The Pier we enjoyed a lovely meal at the Glooscap Tavern. We knew
then that in addition to all the work before us, with Marilyn as our leader, our times
spent together would be interesting and fun. Over the years we have enjoyed many

more closings and Christmas parties, too ... at The Bell Inn, The Marshlands Inn, Amherst Shore Inn, The Wandlyn,
Schnitzel Haus, even at the Manse once. But, the very best times were the many occasions when we were graciously
invited by Marilyn and Bill to their home, where many great times were shared and fond memories made.

Our church's very foundations are results of all the catering, fundraising and work of the UCW and its network of
community helpers. Having Marilyn as our leader has made all the difference in the role our church plays in our com-
munities.

In addition to the basic workload of supporting our church financially, Marilyn has organized and led us in other
very meaningful presentations — the memorial hymn sings, John Sands concert, Living Christmas Tree, special musical
evenings, Italian themed evening, potluck celebrations, Alpha study group, World Day of Prayer, Bake-less fundraiser,
Lenten bible study, commemoration of the Year of the Veteran 2005 evening of dinner and music, annual Treasures and
Trinkets Yard Sale, helping to prepare or order and deliver Christmas baskets, initiated outreach projects such as the
prayer shawls, afghan blocks for palliative care. What would we have done without you, Marilyn!

Also she has been a Sunday school teacher and superintendent, an Elder, Clerk of Session, member of the Pastoral
Charge Council and led the JNAC for three different times for our charge. 

Thank you for your outstanding commitment and faithful service to the work of the church and to the UCW.
________

Time passes ... Life happens
Our UCW friends have blessed our

lives  and we wouldn't be the same
wihtout them. Thanks for the incredi-
ble joys and memories we've made
together these past years by our
Christian witness, study, fellowship
and service.

"Many people will walk in and out
of your life, but only true friends
will leave footprints in your heart!"

Taking part in UCW Life Membership presentation to Maccan-Nappan UCW
President Marilyn Kohout, pictured are  Angela MacKay and  Jeannette Morris on
the left of Marilyn; Bona Ripley, Carol Bureaux and Ruth Ripley on the right. 



Contributed by Doris Brown

Gloria Jackson of Rexton NB
showcased her students in a piano
recital June 6 at St. Andrew’s
United Church in Rexton. 
This year she had 12 music stu-

dents, two and three in some fam-
ilies, and each played at least
three selections. Several were sec-
ond-year students, others have
been studying piano for three to
six years and one student has
been studying music under
Gloria’s guidance for seven years.
(Pictured is Gloria with her stu-
dents following their recital.)
When they went up to play they introduced their family members who were there, then played their selections,

and when finished had their picture taken by Sheila Mundle. They all got standing ovations.  Their performances
and the presentation were really touching. Of course there was a nice lunch which was highlighted by cookies with
musical notes on them!   Gloria was in top form, introducing each of her students. You could tell the kids were as
excited as Gloria was, and afterwards she presented each of them with a gift.  
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Isabelle Brown
honoured as

UCW Life Member
Contributed by Jeanette Morris 

Maccan and Nappan UCW member Isabelle Brown
was presented with UCW Life Membership on May 8,
2016 at her home by members of her UCW group—
Jeannette Morris, Ruth Ripley and Bona Ripley.
Isabelle was a long-time UCW member with the

Maccan United Church and when the congregation of
Maccan United transferred to Nappan United Church in
1995, she became a member of the Nappan-Maccan
group, where she has been involved with UCW for the
past 20 years. 
In the presentation of life membership honours,

Isabelle was commended for her excellent ideas, for her
amazing energy and for being an exceptionally hard
worker — "there is no one who could keep up with her."
She was thanked for sharing her talents, time, ideas and
laughter with the UCW. "You have put Christian love
into action and we have been so blessed having you as a
member of the UCW,'' she was told.
Isabelle's contributions to her church and community

were the sharing of her love and her creative talents,
teaching Sunday school to the children of the communi-
ties of Maccan and Nappan for over 40 years. The

Christmas concerts and Sunday school closings were
always major productions and a joy to attend. She spent
hours preparing costumes — beautiful tinsel-covered
stars, angel wings, rainbow of balloons. The children
were lucky to have her lead them in creating awesome
works of art and craft. She made Sunday school fun!
Isabelle was thanked for the many years she gave to

the Christian education of the children of Nappan-
Maccan Sunday school. Her upbeat spirit touched the
hearts and imaginations of all who had been blessed to
have had her as a leader.
Sadly, Isabelle passed away on Saturday, September

3. Many thoughts and prayers are for her family and her
UCW circle of friends. 

Maccan-Nappn UCW members
Jeannette Morris, Ruth Ripley and
Bona Ripley honour Isabelle Brown
with UCW Life Membership.

Mrs. J’s piano students perform in Rexton NB 
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A tribute to Owen Fraser, Church Organist
Summer Notes From St. John’s United

By June MacEachern

It seems only fitting that I begin this article by paying tribute to
Owen Fraser, our beloved organist, who lost his long and valiant
battle with cancer on June 3. 

Owen grew up in St. John's Church, part of a family whose roots
go back a long way.  As well as Organist, Owen served the Church
in many capacities.  To name a few:  Scout Leader, carpenter, cook,
camper, mentor to many, not to mention his contribution  to the
overall community of Moncton as a High School teacher, and
Director of the Rotary Lodge in Centennial Park, out of which came
Camp Centennial, enjoyed by so many children over the years.

On June 8, St. John's church was almost filled as we gathered to celebrate
and give thanks for Owen's life. Tributes in word and song were meaningful,
the music was magnificent—organ, cello, and singing, but it was the last verse
of one hymn which will stand out in my memory forever.

"Since what we choose is what we are,
And what we love we yet shall be
The goal may ever shine afar
The will to win it makes us free" (William de Witt Hyde)
Thank-you, Owen for sharing your generous, rewarding, and dedicated life

with us!   

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
PRESENTATION

At our last meeting before
summer break, we were pleased
to honour 2 of our members
with Life Memberships.  Lois
MacDonald and Evie Wadman
have been part of UCW since its
beginning and were actually
part of the women's groups
which preceded UCW.  Taking
part in the presentation are
Carol Davidson (L) and Brenda
McFarlane (R). Congratulations
to Lois and Evie!   

UCW VISIT TO ROYAL COURT
On May 31, 6 members from St. John's UCW paid a visit

to Royal Court, where they joined 16 ladies who are former-
ly or presently part of UCW, and now live in this Residence.
Everyone enjoyed afternoon tea and sweets, and Brenda
McFarlane led in a short devotion, and along with June
MacEachern and Lois Weatherby, gave a brief update on
what is happening  in UCW  at the present time. 

Dorothy Butler, who co-ordinated the event for the Royal
Court ladies is shown (center) with Roberta Bunker and
Brenda McFarlane.

— More from St. John’s United next page
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Nurses Sunday
at St. John’s

More than 100 nurses, some wearing original uniforms,
and all members of the Moncton Hospital School of
Nursing Alumni, attended worship at St. John's Church on
Sunday June 12, with several taking part in the service.  

Pictured (left) Roberta Bunker,  Phyllis Hicks, a member
of the class of 1946, and Lois Scott. Below, Phyllis  Hicks,
on the extreme left, Carol Scarrow extreme right, with
three of the visitors. 

7

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLOSING AT ST. JOHN’S UNITED
Sunday School closing at St. John’s United was held on June 19, and, as has been the custom for many years,

the entire worship service was held outdoors at the Rotary Lodge in Centennial Park
followed by a barbecue/picnic.  Shown is the outside gathering.

— More from St. John’s United next page
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Sunday, May 29 was a special day for Doug and June
MacEachern, as it was for the people of St. John's church.  

May 19 marked the 60th Wedding Anniversary for
Doug and June, and June 10 the 60th Anniversary of
Doug's ordination.  

Rev. Aaron Billard, Minister of the Church, along with the
Worship and Music committee, planned the service of wor-
ship to center around these two events.  Music, Scriptures,
etc. were chosen by them, and both Doug and June spoke of
some of their highlights within the past 60 years. 

Several family members were present, as were old
friends, including a couple whose roots go back to Doug's
first Mission Field in Saskatchewan in 1952-3.

A reception and cake  followed, and flowers were pre-
sented to June on behalf of the UCW by President Brenda
McFarlane. Pictured above (top) Doug and June with
daughter Ruth Anne Morris, and son Robert.  Daughter,
Rosslyn lives in British Clombia and was unable to attend.
Picture on the left shows June & Doug cutting the cake
and above, June with her flowers.                       

Sixty Years
For

Doug & June

St. John’s UCW recognized by 
Friends of Moncton Hospital

Friends of the Moncton Hospital Foundation presented Brenda
McFarlane, President of St. John's UCW, with a plaque indicating
that UCW has reached the Companion level of giving to the
Moncton Hospital.  Such a category represents gifts of $10,000 or
more.  

Friends of the Moncton Hospital is just one of several outreach
projects supported annually by St. John's UCW.
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Church Vacation School at St. John’s

Church Vacation School, held
from August 8-12, was attended
by more than 20 children on the
Scripture-based theme: FUN
WITH FRIENDS, "Light a Spark"   

Planned and organized by
Christian Development commit-
tee chair, Kimberley Buck de Jesus
and her team, it was directed this
year by Pat Hayes, with the help
of more than 20 volunteers over
the week. 

Special events, such as a trip to
Magic Mountain were in the
works as were crafts and games at
the church each day.

Brenda McFarlane, UCW presi-
dent, was on hand to provide
nutritious  snacks for the children.

LOOKING AHEAD
As summer begins to fade a bit

with cooler temperatures and
shorter days, we look to our busy
Fall/Christmas events at St.
John’s United, including a
Rummage sale on October 22, and
the annual Bazzar and Luncheon
on November 5.  

The first regular meeting for
UCW is September 26.

We hope that your Summer has
been refreshing and rewarding.
Do have a great Autumn!

— June MacEachern

Class time outside at Moncton City Hall

Crafts time at Church Vacation School

FRIDAY MORNING -  OCTOBER 28 2016  9:30 - 12:30 
CHIGNECTO UCW MEETING

at VISIONS UNITED CHURCH - 1270 Gorge Rd, Stilesville, NB
Please send a Representative for your UCW Group.

All interested in the work of UCW in our Presbytery Region welcome to attend.  
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By Jean Smith

Saturday, June 4, 33 women of Chignecto Presbyterial and
friends gathered at Cape Jourimain Nature Centre in Bayfield,
NB, for “Stir UP the Gift of God which is in You” Rally. 

This was my first visit at the Cape. It’s not that I was not
aware of it, not that I hadn’t driven by on several occasions, it was
just that I didn’t take the time, and make the intentional effort to
go there. Sometimes little jems of a place are under our noses and
still we neglect to take the time to go and see that it, too, is good!
and this ‘gem’ had so much to offer to the group of women who
visited there for UCW Rally Day in late spring. 

In seeking out a place to hold our rally day we asked the man-
agement at the Jourimain centre does your facility have a gather-
ing space where we can go to worship, to sing, to do program,
and the answer can back yes, free of charge for as long as we
wanted to use it. We asked what about the restaurant, can it
accommodate us, the answer can back, the restaurant is not open
that early in June, but come, we can arrange a noon meal for you
with an alternate menu for special dietary requests.  And on top
of all that, we were offered tours of the facility, the museum and
the grounds — learning about the basement compost waste recy-
cling, the grey-water toilet system, and how the Centre is striving
to draw very little energy from the grid. The tour guide shared a
great deal of information about the history of the area set on the
islands of Jourimain and Trenholm, and we learned tidbits of
knowledge about the First Nations tribes and early European-
based settlements on the Cape, the salt water marshes, ice boat
industry, the many species of shore birds and migratory birds.

And true to the chosen theme for rally day “stir up the gift of
God which is in you”, there was opportunity to do just that.
Buddies for the day discussed life questions, we heard about
“God-given talent” in worship, and praise hymns of nature.
Maritime Conference UCW President Sarah Goodfellow offered
encouragement and ‘stirred up’ enthusiasm for the projects
ahead. We also managed to stir up a bit of fun with the scavenger
hunts and bingo mixer. 

Photos: UCW Rally Day activities at the Cape. 

Presbyterial spring rally at Cape Jourimain
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Greater Moncton celebrates Pride Week
By Ann Bateman

Moncton Pride Week is planned by The Greater Moncton River of
Pride.  Let's start at the very beginning, a very good place to start.  Before
the actual week begins there is the selection of the Parade Marshal.  This is
done by vote. Nominations are received from the community and voted
on.  This year's Marshal, (I was told the vote was unanimous) was a min-
ister of the affirming Maritime Conference, the affirming Chignecto
Presbytery and the affirming Central United Church in the person of the
Rev. Dr. Jim MacDonald.   We rejoice that the LGBTQ+ Community select-
ed a church person as this year's Parade Marshal as churches of the past
and some still of the present have not been fully accepting of the Gay
Community.  

The week began on August 13th with the flag raising at the Riverview
Town Hall followed by a week of recreation, education and many other
activities and the Pride Parade on August 20th.  The parade consisted of 45
groups (approximately 600 people) one of which was Chignecto
Presbytery (45 people) with a float assembled by people of Central, Visions
and St. Paul’s United Churches.  The putting together of this float began
on Friday, August 19th in someone's yard in a remote area of Moncton.
Hydration and snacks were provided by the landlady of the space provid-
ed.  Work began by framing coloured doors usually displayed at Visions
United and securing them on an 18 foot trailer donated by Work and Play
of Moncton.  The work concluded on the morning of the parade in the
parking lot behind The Community Peace Centre in Moncton with the
addition of flags, balloons and flowers.  The float was hauled with a truck
housing a keyboard and mic.  Following a short rendition of a song by the
Doors by a person from Visions we were on our way to the parade line up.
It was a great day for a parade. 

There was lots of excitement as we waited for the parade
to begin. Central United was invited by Moncton Area River
of Pride to carry their banner behind the car of the Parade
Marshal.  The people of Chignecto Presbytery followed car-
rying the banner of The United Church of Canada with both
groups singing rousing hymns with music played on the
keyboard by Justin Guignard, Central's Musician. Main
Street in Moncton was crowded with approximately two
thousand enthusiastic spectators cheering as the parade
passed by.  There were treats and bubbles and little children
wide eyed as these bubbles burst out of a truck window.  A
sight to behold! The parade ended at the river front park
where there were booths with education material, food and
much more.  Lots of things to see, do and play.  An atmos-
phere of love and kindness really incredible! 

It was amazing how many people asked if they could
take pictures of the church's float beginning with two teen
boys as the final touches were completed in the parking lot
and finishing as we were parked following the parade with
people asking if they could take pictures or have their pic-
tures taken on the float. It was a beautiful day, a wonderful
experience and looking forward to next year.  A vote of
thanks goes to the Greater Moncton River of Pride and all
their volunteers.

Framing the doors for the parade float

Decorating the Float
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PHOTOS
Top: Group
with United
Church of
Canada 
Banner

Middle:
Central
United
Church
Banner

Left: Parade 
Marshal 
Rev. Jim

MacDonald

GREATER MONCTON PRIDE PARADE
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UCW at Central United 
By Ann Bateman

THE REV. J.A. BERRIDGE UNIT 
SUMMER LUNCH OUT
The Rev. J. A. Berridge Unit of Central’s UCW met

at a restaurant in Dieppe on August 18th. This is an
occasion that takes place annually as the group gets
together to hear of happenings since we met last in
June.  Eight members attended as we heard stories of
what was going on in each others lives.
There were new things to be learned and continu-

ing events that were ongoing and of course everyone
wants to hear what grandchildren are doing from
the very young to teens.  It was fun to get together
again.
The group surprised me with a birthday cake and

flowers as I had reached a milestone the day before.
A big thank you to everyone. ☺

CENTRAL UCW GENERAL
MEETING AT CAMDEN TEA ROOM
Central UCW had their General Meeting at

Camden Tea Room on May 31st, with the guest
speaker being James Upham, Heritage Officer at
Resurgo Place (Moncton Museum). 

James (Jamie as we knew him) was brought up in
Central and was the grandson of the late Shirley
Dobson who wrote Central’s history “The Word and
the Music”.  
James told of all the new things that are happen-

ing at Resurgo Place and of different hands on activ-
ities you can do.  Lots of items you can see, do and
play. A great learning experience!  James is very ani-
mated and an extremely interesting speaker and our
time with him was enjoyed by all.
It was a wonderful luncheon meeting with 18 in

attendance including James’ Mother Mary (Dobson)
Balser who was brought up in Central also

FASHION SHOW AND DESSERT
FUNDRAISER SET FOR SEPTEMBER 14
Moncton Hospice will be hosting a Fashion Show

and Dessert Fundraiser in the Community Peace
Centre Forum 150 Queen St. Moncton on
Wednesday, September 14 at 7:00 pm.  
Tickets are $10.00 and are available at the Hospice

Store in Moncton or from Laura Whitmee 386-4248.
Come and enjoy an evening of fashion and desserts
made especially for you by Central’s UCW. 

CHOIR DIRECTOR HONOURED
Jim Scopie was honoured by the Saint Andrew’s United Church Choir
with a hand-made sailing ship at the group’s summer closing dinner.
The ship was made by choir member Gary Sterling 

Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto
elected Bishop in the

Western Jurisdiction of
United Methodist Church

Bishop Karen is the
granddaughter of the late
Howard and Nellie Spence,
Springhill, and granddaugh-
ter of Nellie (Spence)
Oliveto of Long Island, New
York, niece of “Howie’
Spence, a member of St.
Andrew’s-Wesley United
Church, Springhill.

Shown here as she took
part in a service at John
Wesley Chapel Church in
London, England, before
taking her position in the
West of USA.  She will
reside in Denver, Col. 
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Amherst’s best recipes chosen 
At the June meeting of UCW at Trinity-

St. Stephen’s United Church in Amherst, 52
members and the Rev. Nigel Weaver gath-
ered in Burgess Hall for a delicious and
bountiful pot luck supper. 
As tasty morsels arrived, women had the

option of providing the recipe for their dish
to see if it might be included in the cook-
book being done by Maritime Conference
UCW.  
Judy Jonah took care of the “book work”

required while Jean Smith took pictures of
the offered dishes.  Following the supper,
everyone had a chance to vote on the
favorites.  After the votes were tallied, five
recipes for main dishes and four recipes for
desserts were forwarded for consideration. 
Following the meal, our guest speakers

Donna Farrell of Maggie’s Place, Amherst,
and Colleen Dowe of Empowering Beyond
Barriers were introduced and presented the
program and shared some information on
poverty in our area, particularly child
poverty.  Maggie’s Place is a family support
centre offering assistance to those dealing
with many of life’s issues.  One child in five
in Nova Scotia is living in poverty, making
our province the third highest in the coun-

try, and Cumberland County has a higher
poverty rate than the provincial average.
Although support for proper development
is very important during the first three
years, a child attending school without ade-
quate nutrition and clothing appropriate for
the season makes learning especially hard.
Half of the children living in poverty are in
single-parent families headed by women
living below the accepted poverty line.  
The realities that result in poverty are

many:   low-paying jobs, the high cost of
nutritional food, decent affordable housing,
the expense of child care, the availability of
mental health support as needed, and the
extra costs of having children in school.  We
are not as well off as we were in 1989! 

Some ways we might alleviate some of
the nutrient problems suggested: have
“Friday backpacks” available in schools;
add a luxury tax to non-nutritious items
such as soft drinks.
Some hearing this presentation were sur-

prised that these situations exist in our own
community, so the evening certainly was a
learning experience.

(Thanks to the UCW Recording Secretary at
Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church.)

VEGETARIAN
CHILI

1 can diced tomatoes
1 can kidney beans
1 can corn kernels
1 small bottle of salsa
grated cheese
Mix together. Sprinkle
cheese on top. Microwave
on high for 5 minutes 

Vetetarian Chili — This
is one of the recipes
entered for selection 
of favourites to be 
forwarded to the

MCUCW Cookbook
Project. 

Although it did not get
voted into the top four,
it did receive Program

Organizer’s Pick
because of its simplicity
and wonderful flavour. 
It was submitted by
Carlene Patterson. 
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Salisbury UCW Girls’ Night Out

By Janet Colpitts

Summer is the time for relaxing and relax is what I had to do. I
broke my ankle in June so was not much use for all our activities. 

We closed our meetings for the summer dining out at Vito’s in
Moncton. Enjoyed the meal and fellowship with “members” and
guests, but any pictures showed we must have been all worried
about getting home as the rain poured down from the Heaven’s. 

We were kept busy this summer helping with Church projects,
such as the flea market table that is at the Salisbury Market held
in our Church each Saturday, the annual “Strawberry Festival”
held in July, and the “Salisbury Community Days” supper held in
the Church in August. 

On a sad note, we  lost one of our Life Members, Evelyn
Colpitts, who passed away July 29th. 

Hope all have enjoyed their summer as the fall season soon
begins.  

Salisbury UCW and friends enjoyed a closing for the summer meeting in June at a Moncton restaurant. 
Pictured are some the women, including Carolyn Smith, Isabel Constantine, Madge Colpitts, Sherran Colpitts, 

Patsy Weatherdon, Susan Copeland, Jacqueline Colpitts, Lois Budd. 

Summertime busy42Nd aNNUal Ucw

caNdlelight

coMMUNioN service
at Mount Royal United Church

106 Mount Royal Blvd.

Moncton, NB

Wednesday, December 7

7:00 pm

(alternate date is december 14)

worshiP leader:  

the rev. dr. Beverly daley

theMe:  "shine"

All are welcome as we begin the

advent season by worshipping together.

(Doris Brown photos)
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Salisbury Community Farmer's Market is
open every Saturday from April through the
fall months at the Salisbury United Church (in
the basement), 76 Smith St., Salisbury, NB,
8:30 am to 12 noon. There are many ven-
dors including Lois Budd’s Pickles, Home
Baking, Watkins, Local Honey, Jams, Indian
Food, Knitted Items, Hand Made Cards,
Jewellery, Crafts and Salisbury United
Church Used Books and Flea Market. 

United Church hosts Community Farmer’s Market
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L’Arche Homefires comes to Berwick
By Jean Smith

August 3 was UCW day during Camp Week in Berwick when
the afternoon program speaker was Ingrid Blais of Wolfville. She
came to tell the UCW gathering about L’Arche Homefires, that
has been a vital part of that community since 1981. 

“We are not called by God to do extraordinary things, but to do
ordinary things with extraordinary love.” These words were spo-
ken by Jean Vanier, who founded the first L’Arche Community in
France in 1964, and his word were echoed in the wisdom shared
by the UCW’s guest speaker, the director of Homefires.

“He’s my hero, he’s an amazing man.  All he was about comes
from his deep, deep love for people. He knew that we all need
friends—not caretakers,” she expressed her respect for Vanier and
his calling. 

L’Arche  means the ark, and since its beginning has grown to
more than 120 communities in 38 countries around the world. 

Ingrid Blais came from Belfast, Ireland to Wolfville, NS to work
for a year and 32 years later she is still there, working  with the
same passion that brought her to the Maritimes.   

Homefires, made up of people with and without intellectal dis-
abilities, works because the created families built up there sup-
port each other, respect each other and bond in lasting relation-
ships. Eight people live in a house, four are assistants and four are
living with disabilities. 

Part of what L’Arche in Wolfville is about, we learned, is bring-
ing people with disabilities to a life of freedom. ”The secret in this
place is here we become accepted for who we are,  we all do
everything together,” said Ingrid, “they (the core members) are
teaching us (the assistants at Homefires) a new dance—some-
times beautiful, sometimes very chaotic.”  

L’Arche Homefires in Wolfville started as one home, it now has
five homes and three day programs. Applewicks is a work-based
day program that focuses on weaving and candle making.
Cornerstone is an activities-based day program aimed toward peo-
ple with higher care needs. Discoveries is a day program for people
with disabilities as they age and need a slower pace of living. 

The L’Arche subject was a good fit with “All My Relations”,
theme at Berwick Camp. Through it,  hearts have been changed,
we were told. “When accepted by others and when we accept oth-
ers, amazing things happen, hearts are changed. When we take
the risk to become friends of people not like us, magic happens.
Everyone matters, and we are more alike than different,” said
Ingrid, asking us to keep her community in our prayers “that we
will be faithful to what we are called to do!” 

Applewicks of Homefires L’Arche of Wolfville 
brought to Berwick a sample of their creative 

handiwork of woven articles and candles for display
and sale.  Pictured are the interested buyers checking

out the sale articles, and making purchases. 

Drummers Sharon, Jocelyn and Audrey take part in the music
program during UCW afternoon at Berwick. 

Ruth Rudderham of the Conference UCW Executive 
introduces Ingrid and Derek of Homefires.
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PHOTOS FROM BERWICK
Chignecto UCW members Doris Brown and Lois Budd of Salisbury NB

UCW spent a few days at Camp Berwick. Here, they are pictured (above,
left) taking part in UCW Day, as they enjoy cookies, drinks and conversa-
tion at the Cookie Cottage following the afternoon program in the Closed
Pavilion. The Cottage this year was hosted by women of the Halifax
Presbyterial. 
Above Doris Brown and Lois Budd come to the aid of Barbara Rafuse

and Ruth Rudderham (South Shore) as they put up a clothesline to hold the
UCW welcome banner near the entrance gate to the campgrounds.

______________
All My Relations, theme of Berwick Camp this summer, took an interest-

ing turn for me when in conversation round a dinner table at the Dining Hall
with a couple from Chignecto — Craig and Margaret Dickeson of
Moncton NB — I learned that Craig and I shared the same ancestors. We
discovered that his great-great grandparents were also my great-great-great
grandparents, making us third cousins once removed, and he had geneal-
ogy charts and  records with him revealing the generations of
Dixon/Dickeson clan—such a wonderful gift to look at family names and
make connections. Thanks, Cuz!   Photo left, Craig and Margaret on
Thursday evening as they were making their way down Welcome Way to
the Multi-Cultural Fun Night at the Youth Centre. — Jean Smith  
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Hi Everyone,
Kevin White, a brilliant singer-

songwriter at Wesley-Knox United
Church in London, Ontario, was very
moved by the Bread not Stones service
at his church and decided to take
action. The next day, he wrote and
later recorded a hauntingly beautiful
"Bread not Stones" song. It so captures
the plight of our children in poverty.
Roxanne Andrighetti, vocalist and
songwriter extraordinaire, has joined
Kevin on the recording. Kevin's dream
is to have this song become an anthem
for children in poverty across Canada.
We know, without a doubt, that it will. 

This fall, the Worship, Music and
Spirituality Unit of The United
Church of Canada will include a link
to Kevin's Bread not Stones webpage
and song on the United Church of
Canada website. It's to be part of
the special Bread not Stones based
service they're preparing for
Children's Sunday, November 20th. 

To listen to the song, just click
<http://www.kpwhitemusic.com/Br
ead-Not-Stones.html> 

What a powerful way to spread the
Bread not Stones message! Several of
us across the country will be
approaching radio stations asking
them to play the song. 

Many blessings to each of you,
Linda Woods and Laurel Kenney
Co-chairs, Bread not Stones, 
London and Middlesex

________________________

Healing Waters: Churches Working
to End Violence Against Women
resource is a practical handbook on
responding to violence against
women from a theological and biblical
background with church and commu-
nity action ideas. It's available free
plus the cost of shipping from the
Women's Inter-Church Council of
Canada.

This and That from Here and There

A MESSAGE FROM
PRESBYTERIAL CHAIR JUDY JONAH
Judy Jonah is spending her ‘happy time’ at the

Chapman Settlement Road cottage in Amherst Shore,
where she is removed from Internet connection. She has
asked me to include a note in N.E.W.S., saying although
she realizes that not all of our UCW members are spend-
ing the summer days as idlely as she, she does hope that
wherever, doing whatever, the summer has taken us, that
we are enjoying ourselves. Judy said her time is spent with
morning and evening swims, crosswords and puzzles,
novels, eating and lounging. She attends church service
on Sunday at Lorneville United and continues her daily
morning devotions  times with Our Daily Bread.
Several of the women of Trinity-St. Stephen’s accepted

her invitation to spend and afternoon at “her heaven-on-
earth” get-away in mid-August. Pictured are some of the
ladies who enjoyed sunning from Judy’s large verandah,
including Carol Bennett, Heather Trenholm, Melcora
Brown and a special guest, our former minister Patti
Blundell, who spent time this summer in Amherst. Judy has
done some summer knitting of caps and scarfs from a vin-
tage pattern for a history project of her daughter-in-law.
Some of the women decided to model her handiwork.
Pictured are Jean Ward, Bonnie Wilkie, Judy, Jean Smith,
Mary Dickeson, Jean Carr. 
Judy said to remind everyone she would like to see

them at Presbyterial meeting at Vision United October 28.
— Jean Smith

2017 National UCW 

55th 

Anniversary

Celebration

"Celebrating Spirit"

Save the date!   

July 10 – 14, 2017

To be held at 

the University of British

Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Plenary Speaker: Ann Mortifee

Musician: Linnea Good

Registration and further details

will become available this fall!
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By Jean Smith

Looking back today, yester-
day and the day before reading
through the 23 file issues of
Now Events We Shared pro-
duced in the 1980s has been an
interesting undertaking. 

The present volume of
N.E.W.S. is number 40; and this
is the second of the four issues
recognizing the newsletter’s 40
years with “looking back” arti-
cles. This time, a peek into UCW
in Chignecto in the 1980s. Next
issue, it’s the 1990s, and your
contributions are welcome.

Many things happen in a
span of ten years; space here
allows only for a hit and miss on
a very few of the issues recorded
through the pens and by the
minds, hearts and spirts of past
presbyterial presidents in their
messages to the UCWs, and a
few tidbits that amused and
amazed this researcher.  

1981 - 1983 President Hilary Fraser, advised: “If you start each
new day with your hand in God's hand, you can not go wrong,”
encouraging her members to bring “NEW vigor, NEW hope,
NEW ideas and inspiration to the tasks set before them. No one
can handle it alone, no one of us has either mind so broad or tal-
ent so great as to think of everything that must be thought of, or
do everything that must be done.” 

TIDBITS: In the Fall of 1981, the PEI Presbyterial had been
invited to meet with Chignecto at Camp Ta Wa Si for a day of fel-
lowship and program, starting at 9:30 with the ladies from the
Island coming over on the first boat.  A later issue: morning and
afternoon speakers informed on Ecology and Conservation, urg-
ing preservation of beaches, natural habitats of birds and ani-
mals.  And in the Fall 1981 at St. John's United at the Evening
Unit's interesting meeting program in September, Miss Anna
Peters demonstrated the art of cake decorating. 

1983-1986 President Doris Smith:   "We are aware each day of
the injustices in the world around us and I know that many of
you are doing your part in helping Ethiopia, speaking out
against abortion, pornography, nuclear war and supporting the
many other causes both at home and aboard. We need to keep in
mind that our small part becomes a larger mountain when
placed on top of our friends' parts, and so is therefore worth-
while.”  And, the announcement:  "Received word that two ladies
from the Korean Exchange will be in the Maritimes Conference”;
and advising UCWs to plan rallies so many of you can get to hear
their stories. 

A TIDBIT: 1985  A plea on behalf of Irene Caswell—recording
secretary—for green forms to come in: “please help our secretary
regain her usual cheerful and smiling countenance by sending
her the information.” (The tardy groups were listed, Trinity- St.
Stephen's not among them.)

1986-1988 President Margaret
Dickson in N.E.W.S. June 1986, "I
just returned from the Maritimes
Conference UCW Biennial meet-
ings in Sydney River NS where the
theme was We are One In Christ.
What a wonderful feeling of one-
ness we experienced there. We,
from Chignecto felt doubly blessed
in that both the outgoing president
Melcora Brown and the incoming
president Ruth Boothroyd were
from our own Presbyterial.“  Issues
of high priority through these years
were Project Plowshares (nuclear
testing), and the Silver Jubilee of
UCW.

A TIDBIT: The first National
Gathering of UCW “Called to
Respond” 25th Anniversary at
Waterloo, Ont. in July, where there
will be room for 700 UCW mem-
bers in the air-conditioned
Humanities Building, and the
Maritime Conference three-day cel-
ebration “Time to Respond” took
place at Mount Allison University
in Sackville NB in August. 

1988, 1989 (and 1990) President Gladys Forshner in one of her
messages begins with "As I greet you at this time, there is one
very important item I feel I must speak about. As more and more
is learned about our surroundings, how our air, water and land
is becoming polluted and destroyed we must try to be more
aware of it."  She urged “UCW ladies to take a stand by return-
ing to the use of cups or mugs. I realize it will mean more work,
but let's give it a try. I commend the groups who have already
returned to cups. In 1989 the UCW Cottage which is hostess to
many campers at Berwick will be encouraging campers to supply
their mugs when coming for tea or coffee as styrofoam cups will
not be provided. Missionaries to Berwick camp were appalled at
the waste that takes place.”

A TIDBIT: The Chignecto Presbyterial Banner, made by the
Linden NS UCW, was chosen as the one to go to the National
Gatering in Waterloo, Ont., representing Conference UCW.

The 1980s were a time when UCW were concerned with mul-
ticultural issues “UCW were made aware of all the different
nationalities immigrating into Canada and were urged to achieve
an atmosphere of tolerance and understanding as we welcome
people from other countries to Canada” and the two-year
Mission Study in 1986-1988 was a “A Dialogue with Canadian
Native Peoples”. In 1980, Mrs. Polly Ervin of Moncton was the
first laywoman to be installed in the office of President of the
Maritime Conference and later that year ”two women and six
men were nominated for position of Moderator  of the United
Church of Canada and when General Council met in Halifax
in September, it took three ballots to decide which of those
eight would be the new Moderator. It was Rev. Lois Wilson
who drew herself up to all of her four feet eleven and three-
quarter inches to thank the commissioners for electing her as
the first woman United Church of Canada Moderator.”

Next issue back to the nineties!

LOOKING BACK to N.E.W.S. of the ‘80s

GOING BACK TO 1987 — A special “Called To
Respond” UCW 25th Annniversary Cake was shared with the
congregation at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church in Amherst.
Cake cutters are 1987 Presidents Past, Present and Future:
Jean Thompson, Hilda Welch (deceased), and Marina Russell.


