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2018 New Brunswick Provincial Election Toolkit 

Prepared by the Church in the World Committee of Two Rivers Pastoral Charge 
 
Introduction 
Our faith is political.  It does not tie us to any one political party or parties; but politics is one 
area where we can live out our faith.  Each and every one of our votes makes a difference, and 
this resource has been developed to encourage you to consider how the simple act of voting can 
be an expression of your faith. 
 
The goal of this resource is NOT to tell you which party or candidate to vote for.  The goals of 
this resource are to: 

• Encourage you to vote in the 2018 Provincial Election, and to be an informed voter 
• Encourage you to ask informed questions of the candidates in your electoral district 
• Encourage you to pray for all of the candidates and parties in the election 

 
While voting is a privilege that is given to all citizens, some people have been called to run as 
candidates for a particular party in a particular electoral district.  This is a great act of courage.  
Saint Paul wrote, “Pray for kings and everyone who is authority so that we can live a quiet and 
peaceful life in complete godliness and dignity” (1 Timothy 2:2).  Therefore, we invite you to 
join us in praying for our provincial political leaders, as well as for the candidates who have 
allowed their names to stand for election. 
 
 God of Peace and Justice, 
 We thank you for our democratic electoral system 
  that each of us is able to participate in. 
 We thank you for all of the women and men 
  who have been called to run for election. 
 We pray for all of the candidates across the province of New Brunswick, 
  and for the leaders of all of the parties. 
 Give them courage, wisdom, and a spirit of discernment 
  so that they can act on behalf 
   of all of the people that they will represent. 
 We pray this in the name of the one 
  who came to our world singing of Love and Peace, 
   Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Election Issues 
What do you care about?  What issues in our province concern you?  As the election campaign 
unfolds, there will likely be many different issues that arise in New Brunswick.  What follows is 
a sampling of the provincial issues that might come up during this election campaign. 
 
Each issue is presented with theological reasons why we should care about this issue; followed 
by a few questions that you might consider asking the candidates in your electoral district if they 
come to your door, or if you have a chance to attend an all candidates meeting.  Each party is 
likely to answer the questions differently – your role is then to decide which party’s answers 
make the most sense to you, and line up best with your faith. 
 
Childcare / Education 
It has sometimes been said that our children are the future of the church; but in reality, children 
are the present of the church.  Jesus welcomed children, saying, “Allow the children to come to 
me.  Don’t forbid them, because the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like these children” 
(Matthew 19:14).  Issues that affect children and families affect all of us, since we are all one 
family. 
 
Possible Questions: 

• How will you and your party make daycare and early childhood education accessible and 
affordable for every family? 

• How will you and your party make sure that high-quality education continues to be 
accessible for all New Brunswick students? 

 
Economy 
The economy of our province affects all of us, but it tends to affect those who are living in 
poverty or on the margins of society more than the rest of us.  Our faith calls us to care for each 
other, but especially for people who are on the margins.  The prophet Isaiah tells us:  “Seek 
justice:  help the oppressed; defend the orphan; plead for the widow” (Isaiah 1:17); and Jesus 
told his followers, “When you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you have done it for me.”  The way we treat other people is the way that we treat Jesus. 
 
Possible Questions 

• How will you and your party improve the economic situation for those who are living in 
poverty or on the margins of society? 

• How will you and your party decrease the unemployment rate in New Brunswick overall, 
and specifically in our region? 

 
 
Environment 
One of the roles that God gives to humans is to be stewards or caretakers of all of God’s creation 
(Genesis 2:15).  There are many environmental concerns in our province, some of which were 
brought to the forefront of our attention this spring with the severe flooding in this province.  
These questions address just a few of the current issues – please feel free to modify the questions 
to address your specific environmental concerns. 
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Possible Questions 
• How will you and your party act to decrease carbon emissions in the province of New 

Brunswick?  Do you have a plan to develop renewable energy in New Brunswick? 
• How will you and your party develop a system to protect Crown Land from exploitation? 
• What is your party’s policy on fracking? 

 
 
Health Care 
Jesus said that he came so that we could have life, and live life to the fullest (John 10:10).  Issues 
around health care intersect with so many other issues, including the urban/rural divide and 
access to health services, marginalization of people with disabilities, and poverty limiting access 
to health services and medications.  Again, these questions address just a few of the health care 
issues in our province – please feel free to modify them to address your pressing concerns. 
 
Possible Questions 

• How will you and your party ensure equal access to high-quality health care for all New 
Brunswickers? 

• New Brunswick has an aging population.  How do you and your party plan to manage 
health care along the continuum (home care, long-term care, palliative care) for an aging 
population? 

 
 
Indigenous Relationships 
When settlers from Europe arrived in what is now New Brunswick (and on the rest of the east 
coast of Turtle Island), Peace and Friendship Treaties were signed with the people who were 
living in this land.  These treaties encouraged an end to hostilities as well as cooperation between 
settlers and Indigenous people.  They were different than the treaties signed elsewhere in Canada 
as the First Nations people did not surrender their rights to land and resources.  The idea of living 
in peace and friendship with our neighbours fits well with the message of Jesus, who said that the 
greatest commandments were to love God and love our neighbour (Matthew 22:36-39, Mark 
12:28-31, Luke 10:25-28). 
 
Possible Questions 

• The province of New Brunswick is the unceded territory of the Wabanaki people.  How 
will you and your party incorporate input from Indigenous People into natural resource 
planning and management? 

• In 2017, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the provincial government to 
promote First Nations perspectives, languages, history, and culture in the provincial 
education curriculum.  How will you and your party continue to honour this 
commitment? 
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Useful Links 
Elections NB:  http://www.electionsnb.ca/ 

You will receive a voter’s card in the mail by mid-September giving you all of the details 
about where to go to vote.  If you don’t receive this card, you will be able to find the 
information that you need on the Elections NB website. 

New Brunswick Provincial Political Parties 
Green Party:  http://www.greenpartynb.ca/ 
Liberal Party:  https://nbliberal.ca/ 
New Democratic Party:  https://nbndp.ca/ 
People’s Alliance of NB:  https://www.peoplesalliance.ca/ 
Progressive Conservative Party:  https://www.pcnb.ca/ 

CBC Vote Compass:  https://votecompass.cbc.ca/nb/ 
This easy-to-use tool helps you to figure out how your opinions match with the different 
political parties.  There is also information about where the parties stand on specific 
issues. 

 
 
 
 

Remember: 
Voting Day in New Brunswick is Monday September 24! 


