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Our Governance 
 	 Minister’s Report 

Musings of the Minister, the Rev. Lloyd A. Bruce

Last year about this time the Sackville congregation adopted the following as a 
Values and Vision statement: 

As a community seeking to following in the way of Jesus, Sackville United 
Church identities the following as its core values: open-minded and affirming, 
respectful and compassionate, honest and intellectually rigorous. 

Sackville United Church is a welcoming, affirming and open-minded 
congregation. We strive to foster respectful relations with creation and with all 
Peoples. We are committed to social justice and value the ongoing practice of 
compassionate outreach.  We seek to ground our lives in the way of Jesus as we 
endeavour to love God, neighbour and self. 
  
As a congregation we identify the following priorities for our life together in 
the coming years: 

1. to reduce our environmental footprint,  
2. to continue to live out an affirming ministry, and 
3. to remain engaged with the larger community in the areas of social 

justice and community action. 

In the past year both congregations have made significant progress on all three 
of our identified priorities.  Early in the spring Sackville United Church entered 
into a partnership with the Sackville Refugee Response Coalition and made 
application to sponsor an individual under the Rainbow Refugee Program. On 
March 14 (3.14) we held our first ever PIE (public, intentional, explicit) Day in 
partnership with the Queer Room as we witnessed to our ministry of affirming 
ALL people.   

By early summer a Green Team from the Sackville United Church had been 
struck and soon after Rose arrived in June an Energy Audit was completed.  By 
the end of October all the windows had been replaced and before the year was 
out new roof-top heat pumps had been installed.   

In the midst of all this activity we still gathered each Sunday for worship and 
the little ones gathered for Godly Play.  We still visited the shut ins and sang at 
the Nursing Home. We gathered at meetings and study groups and we’ve spent 
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time planning for the coming year – including welcoming an Explorer to travel 
with us for three months beginning in May. 

It is an honour and joy to share ministry with you.  I look forward to seeing 
where we will be called, led, dragged or pushed by the Spirit in the coming 
year. 

Faithfully, 
Lloyd 

Our Governance 
 	 Activities of  the Executive 

Report of the  Executive of the Congregation 
of Sackville United Church in 2019

The Executive of Sackville United Church is the primary body of decision 
making beyond the congregation.  The Executive is made up of Elders elected 
by the congregation.  

Elders are people elected by the congregation or pastoral charge 
for  their wisdom, caring, spiritual discernment, and other gifts of the 
Spirit…. 

The Executive meets twice per month for ten months out of the year.  The first 
meeting of each month is for Grounding – spiritual grounding.  Rotating the 
responsibility for leadership, the Elders work to assist each other in exploring 
spiritual practices and build a sense of community amongst their group.  The 
second meeting of each month is for business as brought to it from previous 
meetings, the Regional Council or from the Discernment Board and the 
congregation. 

Here are some highlights of the work and decisions made by the Executive in 
2019: 

After having supported (in 2018) the establishment of what has become the 
Queer Room, the Executive continued to show support to the group early in the 
year by making sure the physical space used by the group was answering all of 
their needs. 
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In March, the Executive discussed the importance of welcoming new members 
in a concrete way. It was agreed that a certificate and a letter of welcome 
would be sent to each new member, along with an invitation to the next 
grounding meeting of the SUC Executive. At that Grounding Meeting, part of 
the agenda will include time for personal sharing in respect to what it means to 
be a part of this community of faith: community participation, stewardship, 
ministry, etc.  

In April and May, the Executive started to work closely with the Green Team to 
decide on what needed to be done regarding our desire to be more energy 
efficient. After discussing the recommendation of the MCW Energy Audit, the 
Executive mandated the Green Team to secure some quotes in order to replace 
our windows and heating ventilation units. Over the following months, the 
Executive worked on fundraising initiatives (letters sent to the congregation, 
Cake walk, etc.) to ensure the project could go forward.  

At our June business meeting, Charles Scobie joined us at the beginning of the 
meeting to share information about the creation of a monument following the 
donation, by John Lafford, of the 1898 bell from the former Methodist Church.  
In the Fall, the Executive approved a motion from the Bell Memorial Committee 
(which included 2 members of our congregation) to place the 1898 Bell and a 
plaque dedicated to the four Methodist Churches built on the site, in the 
Methodist Burying Ground, near the current wooden sign on Main Street and 
across the street from Cranewood. It was also moved that parts of the wooden 
bell structure would be given to the Boultenhouse museum. 

Since October, the Executive has dedicated a part of its business meetings to 
reflection and discussion on the changes that will occur in our budget and 
finances when the funds from sale of the church property end.  There is 
$75,000 outstanding to be paid in the following manner: $25,000 in Feb 2021, 
$25,000 in Feb 2022 and $25,000 in Feb 2023. It is important to start thinking 
about how we can prepare/adjust to the financial shift that will occur at that 
time.  

The Executive has also shown support and guidance in the development of the 
Circle of Care group, initiated by Diane Fullerton, who is an elder on our Board. 
This initiative has already proven to be very beneficial for members of our 
community who needed support (especially for meals) when sick or recovering 
from surgery. 

In December, Eric Tusz-King informed us of the existence of the Explorer 
project, which allows a young individual interested in Ministry to join a church 
community for three months. We moved that Sackville United Church forward 
an application to the program, with a potential May 2020 start date. 
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Deep appreciation is extended to Lois Hick who serves as Secretary for the 
Executive and to Chrystal Schipper-Everill, who is doing an incredible job as the 
new treasurer of SUC.  A big thank you to Elsie McDonald, Diane Fullerton, 
Janet Hammock, and Lloyd for being such dedicated members of our Executive 
circle! 

Julien Desrochers, Chair of the Executive 

Executive Report: 2019 Shared Ministries Gathering

Abiding by our Governance Model, the Elders are to call a Shared Ministries 
Meeting twice or three times a year.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
acknowledge the varied activities/ministries which have occurred in our 
Sackville United Community of Faith.  Representatives from the various Circles 
of Service from the Discernment Board share about their gatherings.  This is an 
uplifting time of thankful sharing.  It is also a time of brainstorming, dreaming 
and sharing possibilities. 

The meeting was held on March 20, 2019 and the groups who attended were 
the following:   

1). Prayer Circle..this circle strengthens the Pastoral Care.  Its energy holds 
people in the hearts of the prayer. 
2). Prayer Basket..prepared prayers for the wider world are taken by members 
of the congregation to be prayed throughout the week. 
3). Soul Sisters..a sharing of Spiritual Journeying 
4). Property and Maintenance..reminded us that the church is everyone's home 
so we must tend it.  The Green Team are registered  with General 
Council...Question..How do we raise money? 
5). Sunday Seekers..Eight people attend book group Sunday at 9:15 
6). Cookie Walk..Many people attended shared positive comments 
7). Go Project..We have been involved for two years.  Will not do it in 2019 
8). Audio Visual..would like more people involved 
9).  Godly Play Faith Formation..Andrea, Anne, Gary say there is a rhythm in 
their gatherings and Spiritual Practices.  They would like a larger rug in the 
Sanctuary.  Anne is willing to train Door Persons. 
10). Card Ministry..Cards are sent on birthdays, anniversaries and in the event 
of an illness. 
11). Open Sky Coffee Gatherings..Many enjoy the sharing and support offered 
and friendships have formed. 
12). University Liaison..Embracing the Spirit Grant ...attempted to form 
connections with Campus groups...support given to three groups. 
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13). Sackville Refugee Response Coalition...Fundraising going well..preparing to 
introduce Rose Cabanyonda 
14). Queer Room..Four or five youth attend this safe space. 
15). RJ333..in Liaison with Dorchester (Sylvio Beliveau) 
16). Pastoral Care.. Regular visits throughout the year to share Communion 
17). Godly Play at the Drew..Every month, Anne, Elsie and Sandra share a Bible 
story, hymns, secular songs, prayers with the residents. 
18). Lenten and Advent Studies 
19). Choir and Musical Guests..Choir averages ten people who enjoy singing.  
Jennie Del Motte leader 
20). Pancakes for Shrove Tuesday and for Sappy Fest 

Elders...Diane Fullerton, Julien Desrochers, Elsie MacDonald 
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Minutes of  Congregational Meetings 

February 3, 2019:  
Sackville United Church Annual Meeting 

Sackville United Church Annual Meeting 
February 3, 2019 

Members in Attendance:  Lois Hicks, Sandra L. Sears, Kathy Carr, Julien 
Desrochers, Catherine Gaw, Marilyn Burrell, Glenda Thornton, Karen Bamford, 
Janet Hammock, Chrystal Schipper-Everill, Harris McSheffery, Jennie Del Motte,  
David & Diane Fullerton, Phyllis A. Stopps, Ron Sutherland, Jane Braedley,  Eric 
& Margaret Tusz-King, Judith Colwell, Chris Watts, Edward Knuckles, Norma & 
Wallie Sears, Shirley Hopkins, Margaret Anderson, Frank & Dianne Oulton, 
Elaine Smith, Elsie MacDonald, Anne Pirie, and Gary MacDonald. 

Adherents in Attendance: Teresa Duffy, Loralea Michaelis, Stephen Law, 
Marilyn Lerch , Ruth Buckinger,  and Janet Geier. 

Minister in Attendance:  Rev. Lloyd Bruce. 

Rev.  Lloyd Bruce welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with prayer. 

Jane Bradley nominated Julien Desrochers as chair of the meeting. Karen 
Bamford  nominated  Lois Hicks as secretary.  Motions carried. 

Frank Oulton  moved the  acceptance of the  Minutes from the  Special 
Congregational Meeting, December 9th 2018 and the  Annual General 
Meeting, March 4th 2018  seconded by Janet Geier. Motion carried. 

Motion to accept all reports in the annual report for 2018 moved by Ron 
Sutherland seconded by Janet Geier.  Motion carried. 

Elsie MacDonald highlighted parts of the pastoral care report, Godly Play at the 
Drew Nursing Home, the Cookie Walk and the Auction. 

Phyllis Stopps spoke on Cemetery committee work, dealing with the   repair of 
stones.   

Jennie Del Motte spoke on diversity of the reports in the  Annual report. 
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Marilyn Burrell asked what is happening with the basket of prayers for the 
world, as she noticed it was not listed in the Annual report.  Julien Desrochers 
stated   the Executive will look into her concern. 

Eric Tusz- King presented the Treasurer Report.  He highlighted several things: 
1. That the new financial reporting is much simpler.  2. Susan Fisher generously 
assisted in revising the chart of accounts related to the Balance Sheet, making 
it easier to follow. 3. Prior year adjustment reporting is new for this year. 4. 
John Russell (treasurer of Visions United)   conducted   the review of the year 
end accounts at no charge.    

Eric Tusz-King   reviewed   the  Balance sheet (Appendix III).   It is noteworthy 
that   All givings are up.  Noted once again that the Lafford final payment will 
be in 2022 and the congregation will need to be prepared. 

  Eric Tusz-King moved the acceptance of the Financial Report. Jennie Del 
Motte seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Eric Tusz-King moved   the acceptance of the Budget for 2019 (Appendix I), 
Karen Bamford seconded. Motion carried. 

Judith Colwell moved  that the 2019 M&S  goal be  $ 26,000  Margaret Tusz-
King seconded. Motion carried. 

Julien Desrochers thanked Eric Tusz-King for his hard work as Treasurer. 

Business Arising from the Minutes & Reports: 
  
Rainbow Refugee 

 Motion: that Sackville United Church enter into partnership with the 
Sackville Refugee Response Coalition to sponsor an LGBTQ2 individual 
through a blended sponsorship program called the Rainbow Refugee 
Assistance Project (RRAP) as coordinated by Rainbow Refugee. Moved 
by Diane Fullerton seconded by Judith Colwell.  Motion carried. 

Values and Vision 

 Motion: that Sackville United Church adopt the Values and Vision 
Statement as attached to the reverse of this agenda; and, that this 
statement be reviewed every three years.  Moved by  Ron Sutherland 
seconded by  Marilyn Burrell .  Motion carried. 

Energy Audit and Retrofit 

Catherine Gaw spoke on behalf of the Green Team.   
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 Motion: that Sackville United Church empower the Green Team to:  
♣ proceed with an energy audit at the cost of approximately 

$2,500.00; 
 ♣ make application for funding with NB Power, the United Church of 

Canada and other sources as applicable;  
♣ take action on the recommendation arising from the audit as 

practical; and  
♣ consult with the Executive as necessary  

Jane Braedley moved  and seconded by Glenda   Thornton. Motion carried.  

New business: 
• Election of Treasurer  

 Motion: Jennie Del Motte  moved and Janet Geier seconded  that 
Chrystal Everill be elected as an Elder and as Treasurer of Sackville 
United Church.   Eric Tusz-King suggested that elected as an Elder be 
removed from the motion.  Jennie Del Motte  and Janet  Geier agreed 
to  the amended motion  that Chrystal Schipper-Everill be elected as 
Treasurer of Sackville United Church.  Motion carried. 

Janet Hammock and Elsie MacDonald were nominated as Elders, Judith Colwell 
moved nominations cease.  Chrystal Everill moved and Margaret Tusz-King 
seconded that Janet Hammock and Elsie MacDonald serve  as Elders for a 
period of  three years ending with the annual meeting in 2022.  Motion 
carried. 

Ron  Sutherland noted that the  Trustees are  still looking for at least one more 
member. 

Judith Colwell moved the meeting adjourn. 

__________________________                                     __________________________ 

Communicator                                                               Chair 
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Ministry Area Reports:  
 	 Worship and Faith Formation 
Circle of  Service: 
Sunday School  

Sackville United Church Sunday School
Annual Report for 2019

As we have specified in our past Annual Reports, the Sackville United Church 
Sunday School is comprised of children and adults who share spiritual learning 
and spiritual practices in 
community on Sunday mornings. 

Most Sundays from September to 
June, we have a Godly Play session 
upstairs during worship time. About 
twice a month, we offer a class for 
older children (approximately ages 
9 and up). Their sessions usually 
involve a tea ritual and an artistic 
practice. On Sundays when the 
older class is not held, the older 
children are always welcome to 
join the multi-age Godly Play 
session.  

Godly Play is a curriculum which 
offers a Montessori-based approach 
to faith formation. Much like the 
worship service downstairs, each 
session follows a familiar rhythm. 
Children are greeted at the door 
with an intentional checking-in / 
getting-ready conversation.  

There is fellowship in the circle, and regular shared tasks such as changing the 
arrow on the Calendar of the Church Year, or helping to light the Christ candle. 
We incorporate simple mindfulness practices like breath prayers, mindful 
tasting, or a listening exercise with a singing bowl. A sacred story may be told, 
followed by individual response time before it is time to “change” the light, 
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close the circle, and receive a farewell blessing. Some Sundays, we have a 
“feast,” a practice that mirrors community meals and Communion. Sometimes 
there are special practices, such as stations that we call “Peace Centres” 
during Lent. 

Some of the sacred stories told in 2019 include: Creation, The Bible, Advent 
stories (e.g. Mary and Joseph on the road to Bethlehem), stories from the life 
of Jesus, and post-resurrection stories of Jesus. One Sunday in 2019, we invited 
any interested adults to come upstairs to experience a Godly Play session, as a 
sort of “Open House.” That Sunday, the story was “The Great Family,” the story 
of Sarah and Abraham’s household.   

We always join the congregation for Communion. Occasional intergenerational 
services are also a part of our scheduling. Lloyd meets with us to plan these all 
ages Sundays, which usually take place to mark a particular Sunday such as 
Advent or Lent, or simply when Sunday School leaders are not available to bring 
the children upstairs.  

A number of the Sunday School children were involved in the KAIROS gathering 
in May 2019, when our church took a leadership role in ensuring programming 
for children during the KAIROS conference.  

  

Figure 2 Environmental activism with KAIROS 

Our Sunday School circles have generally been smaller this year than in recent 
years. We believe that whoever is present is exactly right. All are welcome in 
our circle, whether it be a child’s first time ever, or their first time in years.  
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Thank you to all those involved in the Sunday School, and to all those who hold 
us dear!  

Approximate Statistics: # of Kindergarten (age 3-5): 5 ; # age 6-11: 9 ; # age 
12-18: 4  ; # of teachers: 4 + other helpers 

  

Figure 3 Treasures from an observational practice at the park one Sunday

Submitted by Andrea Beverley 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Group: 
Choir/Director of  Music 

It’s been another year of music and fellowship through music at Sackville 
United.  We have welcomed many guest musicians, including Adele Marsland, 
who joined us for many services near the end of the year at both churches to 
help lead singing while Jennie’s voice was injured.  Other guests included 
oboists Margaret Hancox and Maggie Pitman, guests pianist Lynda Jewell, and 
special music from our own congregation including Linda MacDonald, Janet 
Hammock, Ed Knuckles, and many more! 

Our SUC choir continues to offer music in a variety of genres, sometimes 
featuring Karen on drums, Harris on guitar, and Margaret on choreography!  We 
averaged between 6 and 12 members each week, and continue to make use of 
the various selections available through our LicenSing program.  We also 
celebrated our second annual Foodgrains Bank Christmas Cantata with great 
success. 
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The choir is open to any who wish to join, so come on out and make a joyful 
noise! 

 
Jennie Del Motte 

Group: 
Prayer Circle  

The Prayer Circle continues under the direction of Kathy Carr to hold in prayer 
all those concerns that are shared with it.  If you have a situation you would 
like the prayer circle to hold in their care, please contact Kathy at 536-8618 or 
thepeacefullight@yahoo.com 

Submitted on behalf of the group by Jennie Del Motte 

Group: 
Sunday Seekers 

Report to the Annual Meeting 2020

“it is important that children not be taught in such a way that they will later 
need to unlearn many things.”  

― Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity 

For many of us of a certain age, we have needed to ‘unlearn many things’ we 
learned as children. Part of this re-learning takes place on Sunday mornings. 

The Sunday Seekers group averages 10 participants.  In 2019 we had a wide 
exposure to several writers, books and experiences. We came together to look 
at a Canada Reads winner, “Forgiveness: A Gift from My Grandparents” by Mark 
Sakamoto. Then Janet Hammock led us in an exploration of hearing and 
engaging with the world around us. In the fall we took a deep breath and 
dipped into The Spirituality of the Psalms by Walter Brueggemann and finished 
up the year with An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown-Taylor. 

Our pattern is to mix some contemporary faith content with at least one more 
substantial theological work and then to have a current non-faith based writer. 

The Sunday Seekers have been meeting at 9:15 on most Sunday mornings for 
four years now. The group is open to new seekers. The discussion, which 

mailto:thepeacefullight@yahoo.com
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/73917
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includes a healthy mix of soul searching, laughter and tears, has given a 
spiritual centre to those involved. 

We welcome any newcomers to join us. 

“Show me your ways, Lord,  
teach me your paths.” 

Psalm 25:4 | NIV 

Blessings from the Sunday Seekers. 
Elsie MacDonald 

https://dailyverses.net/psalms/25/4
https://dailyverses.net/bible-translations/niv
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Ministry Area Reports:  
 	 Pastoral Care and In-Reach 

Circle of  Service: 
Circle of  Care 

This past year saw the establishment of a Circle of Care, the mandate of which 
is to ‘be there’ for a member of our church family who might be going through 
some health issues and could benefit from having daily meals provided for a 
few weeks. I am delighted to report that the response from volunteers has 
been an inspiration and has made me very proud to be a part of this loving and 
supportive community.  
In addition to offering meals, volunteers have also taken time to pay visits and 
run errands as needed.  
Please do not hesitate to keep us informed of folks who could benefit in some 
way from this Circle of Care.   

Diane Fullerton 

Circle of  Service: 
Pastoral Care 

Each of us try to offer ongoing attention and support to members and friends of 
Sackville United Community of Faith.  As followers of Christ, we are inspired 
with Christ's grace to live into that responsibility. 
      Informal hellos.              Conversation before/after Worship 
      Formal visits.                 Writing greeting cards 
      Offering rides to worship.  Sharing Music 
      Telephone Tree.             Sitting with folks listening and encouraging 
      Sharing meals.               Just "being" 
      Celebrating milestones 
     We respond to one another in times of crisis, times of illness, times of 
bereavement and times of celebration. 
     Two of the Pastoral Care Visitors, Rev. Colin Grant and Elsie MacDonald, who 
have shared Communion in formal visits for the past seven years will no longer 
be doing formal visits. 

Elsie MacDonald 
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Circle of  Service: 
In-Reach 

Once again over one hundred cards were sent to members of our church 
community recognizing birthdays, various other special events and 
accomplishments, as well as expressions of sympathy and get well wishes.  
I want to extend my sincere thanks to those who have donated a variety of all 
occasion cards, which have been a great asset and I would certainly appreciate 
other contributions, should you have a supply that you will not be using.  
Once again, I would encourage you to keep me informed of special celebrations 
or concerns in the lives of our members to whom I would be happy to send 
greetings and caring wishes on behalf of the congregation.  

Diane Fullerton 
On behalf of Inreach

Circle of  Service: 
Coffee and Conversation 

A faithful circle of individuals and families provide light snacks and prepare 
coffee and tea for fellowship following our services, and anyone is welcome to 
participate.  This year has seen many spontaneous partnerships form to share 
the task of hosting; interest has still been raised, however, in making hosting 
more accessible to those with a limited budget.  Much thanks are expressed to 
everyone who has contributed, and to Judith Colwell for faithful preparation of 
signup sheets. 

Jennie Del Motte 

Event: 
Shrove Tuesday Pancakes and Games’ Night 

Sadly our planned Shrove Tuesday Pancakes and Games night for 2019 was 
cancelled due to illness.  We plan to flip even more than before in 2020, 
though! 
             Jennie Del Motte 
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Circle of  Service: 
Funeral Receptions 

There was only one reception at Sackville United Church in May, 2019 and that 
was for the late Marilyn E. Young, who was the best friend and companion of 
Linda MacDonald. 

Special thanks to the church members who contributed and/or assisted with 
this reception. 

Respectfully submitted by  
Brenda Allen

Circle of  Service: 
Greeters 

This report on coordinating the greeters for Sunday morning services must start 
with a big thank you to ALL who have helped out this past year with this task, 
and that list of people is long with many having stepped up to their month of 
service to Sackville United year after year. It starts with our most senior 
couple, Wallie and Norma Sears who have greeted most Junes. This year Chris 
Watts stepped in to help. David and Diane Fullerton are our regular December 
greeters, and Jane Braedley and Ron Sutherland have taken on the role in 
November.  Dianne and I usually serve in October, and have filled in on other 
times. September has been a tricky month to get covered with many of 
congregation busy within our church with Sunday School startup, others helping 
out with the audio-visual, and with choir startup – the regular help from Dawn 
and Colin Estabrooks has filled out that month very well. Dawn has also taken 
on the offering deposits during her service Sundays and has filled in on other 
times throughout the year.  

This year started with Janet Hammock and Kathy Carr greeting in January, then 
Brenda Allen and Kathy Carr in February. Catherine Gaw and Chris Watts 
followed in March. Then Jim and Shirley Hopkins, and Al and Elaine served in 
April. Shirley is also a willing greeter on short notice in case of members who 
may not be able to greet due to illness or being away. In the summertime, 
many of our choir members often pitch in with this role. This summer saw 
Harris McSheffery, Chris Watts and Edward Knuckles serve. If I have left anyone 
off this list of people who have helped out, please forgive me. When you start 
naming names there is a risk of overlooking someone. 

Having said all this, it may look like we have all dates covered for the church 
year, but there is always room to get involved in our church in this way. If you 
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are interested in helping out for a Sunday or a month rotation, please contact 
me.  

Yours in faith, 
Frank Oulton, Greeter Coordinator 

Group: 
UCW 

Our UCW group met eight times during 2019 with six meetings and two 
restaurant get-togethers.  We  have nine members who are very faithful to the 
group:  Margaret Anderson,  Judith Colwell (Treasurer), Stella Dawe, Florence 
Hicks, Lois Hicks (Secretary), Barb Johnson, Norma Sears, Sandra Sears and 
myself, Brenda Allen.  Sadly, Marilyn Burrell moved to Riverview in April, 2019. 

A former UCW Life Member, Shirley Taylor,  passed away on February 9, 2019.  
Patricia Smith, who had moved to Ontario many years ago but was an active 
UCW member when she lived in Sackville  passed away in 2019.  Our UCW also 
lost a special friend and United Church member, Mary Sears, who passed away 
on December 12, 2019. 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church hosted the Annual World Day of Prayer service on 
March 1st and the service was held in the afternoon at Sackville United.  Our 
UCW set up tables and organized the head table for it.  Judith Colwell 
organized the sound system.  We also made the tea/coffee and St. Paul’s 
provided the food.  It was well attended. 

The UCW Presbyterial Annual meeting was held at St. Paul’s United Church in 
Riverview on March 23rd.  The theme was, The Times They Are A’Changing.  
Judith Colwell and Margaret Anderson attended this meeting.  Judith Colwell 
did the Memorial Service. 

On April 10th, the UCW did the tea & coffee for the Seniors’ Wellness Workshop 
that was held at Sackville United. 

UCW made donations to the United Church of Canada Mission & Service Fund 
and locally to the Sackville Food Bank and the Sackville Christmas Cheer 
Program. 

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Allen 
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UCW Financial Report 

Balance Forward 2018   $113.24 

Income 
Offerings General  $305.00 

 Offerings M&S  $  45.00 
 Other    $  40.00 
Total     $390.00 

Expenses 
 M&S offerings   $   45.00 
 Presbyterial Allocation     $   50.00 
 Teapot   $   30.29 
 M&S     $ 100.00 
 Christmas Cheer   $ 100.00 
 Food Bank   $ 100.00 
Total Expenses   $425.29 

Balance on Hand   $   77.95 

Correction from 2016 clerical error in transfer to church:    -$82.62 

New adjusted actual balance 31 December 2019:          -$  4.67 

Judith Colwell, Treasurer 

NOTE 1:  Please note that the corrected discrepancy from 2016 is the result of 
a month’s income accidentally being double-counted in the UCW Annual Report 
in February 2016, along with small discrepancies relating to HST refunds from 
UCW purchases.  The UCW Financial Report, now adjusted, agrees with the 
SUC church balance sheet. 

NOTE 2:  Please note that al UCW assets are held on the UCW’s behalf by 
Sackville United Church through its bank account.   
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Ministry Area Reports:  
 	 Justice and Outreach 

Circle of  Service: 
Outreach 

Coffee and Conversation

Our weekly coffee morning co-hosted by Open Sky and the Out-reach 
Committee continues to be a very successful and enjoyable hour. We are 
delighted to have an average of over twenty people attending, and there is 
never a lack of delicious treats provided by the folks at Open Sky, not to 
mention the scrumptious goodies contributed by Peter, our master baker. And 
of course one can expect wonderful conversations along with musical 
performances by our very talented Harris McSheffery. The gathering is open to 
the general public and we would encourage you to join us any Wednesday from 
10 to 11. Keeping with the Sackville United philosophy, “There is Room at the 
Table for Everyone.”

Minute for Mission

Once again, much appreciation is extended to Judith Colwell for her dedication 
in ensuring the Minute for Mission is an integral part of our weekly worship 
services.  

Diane Fullerton 

Event: 
Pancakes and Prayers 

During the August long weekend we hosted our third annual free pancake 
breakfast during the Sappyfest Music Festival.  We were too busy flipping 
pancakes to count how many were served, but visitors from near and far were 
present to enjoy fellowship and community.  We look forward to continuing this 
community outreach in coming years. 

Jennie Del Motte 



!  | P a g e23

Event: 
Cookie Walk 

 The second annual Cookie Walk  was held on December 6th from 5:30 until 
7:30 as a part of the Sackville Moonlight Madness. 

Again this year, we shared the proceeds with another group....this year, we 
shared with the Sackville Refugee Response Coalition.  Members of the 
congregation and the Refugee Committee were asked to bake four or five 
dozen cookies or fudge or Christmas crunch.  We appreciated the wonderful 
response...over 56 various cookie choices were displayed. 

This event was well received by the Sackville residents.  Many brought their 
own cookie containers.  Boxes were also provided.  Those who attended 
commented on the varieties and attractiveness of the cookies. 

Janet Hammock played lovely music throughout the evening. 

Proceeds totalled just over  $1,000.00. 

The organizing committee included Chrystal Everill, Shirley Hopkins, Maza, a 
representative from the SRRC, and Elsie MacDonald. 

Elsie MacDonald

Event: 
PIE Day 

Partnering with the SRRC, Sackville United hosted its first annual PIE Day on 
March 14 (3/14 = pi).  PIE, in this case, means Public, Intentional and Explicit, 
and is tied in with our role as an Affirming congregation that not only “accepts” 
or “tolerates” diversity, but rather celebrates and actively advocates for it.  
Over $AMOUNT was raised between the auction and selling of individual slices 
of desserts, with proceeds split between Sackville United Church and the Queer 
Room. 

Jennie Del Motte



!  | P a g e24

Circle of  Service: 
Godly Play Ministry at the Drew 

Each month throughout the past five years, we 
have been "gathered in" by the residents at the 
Drew.  We have entered into a circle...a circle of 
blessings with eight or nine residents.  With 
gentle leadership and  a collaborative approach, 
we attempt to create an intimate trusting 
atmosphere of sharing the Spirit's love. 

       
As people gather, we begin with informal conversation, we welcome each with 
hand holding and smiling assuring them of their safety.   We pray a welcome 
 as we share breath prayers.  We share a Bible story in a Godly Play-like 
format....stories of Love, a story of the Good Shepherd, a story of Noah, a 
story of St. Valentine and St. Patrick, a story of Zaccheus , a story of Jesus' 
birth.  We sing many hymns familiar to their time.  We sing many secular songs 
stirring memories.  We laugh.  We light candles specifically naming each person 
and expressing this promise, "God has named you.  You are never alone.  You 
are blessed.  You are beloved.  God is with you."  We might read the scripture 
from that week and say the United Church Creed or the Apostle's Creed. 

Using figurines from Godly Play and using other multi-sensory materials tends 
to trigger memories.  We have used the olive wood crèche figures, we have 
used bells, maracas, tambourines, bubbles, furry animals, miniature birds, and 
vibrant pictures. 

We appreciate the residents' gracious welcome and willingness to participate.  
We also appreciate the guidance from the recreational directors, Natasha and 
Tatianna. 

From our visits, we have become so much 
more aware of the following: 

.....that people with dementia still 
possess:  intrinsic value, a name, feelings, 
a Spirit, a life story.  The residents are 
"present in this moment", so we must be 
very present also. 
....that each resident reflects a full 
life...each has a valuable meaningful story 
to tell 
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....that God continues to walk this journey with them...they are faith 
filled...they continue to verbalize the Lord's Prayer, the 23rd Psalm, words to 
hymns and carols and secular songs. 
....that we have been honoured to "awaken their religious moments...that 
religious rituals seem to be embedded deeply in their brain." (Rev. Lois Howard,  
Lexington, Kentucky) 
....that this ministry calls us to be reflective, adaptive, gentle, and loving. 

Elsie MacDonald, Anne Pirie, Sandra Sears 

Group: 
The Queer Room 

The Queer Room
Sackville united Church Annual Report 2019 (Part A)

 
The Queer Room is in its second year and still attracting new visitors. Last year 
the teens moved in to the long room across from their original room to give 
more space to the group.  

The original room now holds table and chairs for the teens to use if they plan 
any workshops or activities, or for the adults involved in the Queer Room to 
meet and discuss possible events.  The young teens still arrive hungry for 
conversation and snacks and the teens are grateful for the kind generosity of 
Anne Pirie's snacks and smiles.  

It has been discovered over time that the teens do not necessarily want their 
time organized and prefer to chat about their day in school and snack together. 
However, some of the original teens seem to have less interest in meeting at 
the QR so it might be a good idea to create a new event next autumn that 
introduces a new younger generation of students to the welcome relief of a 
safe place to gather.  

There was some discussion about working with the schools in terms of providing 
transportation to Sackville. If the schools approve of the Queer Rom as a 
designated activity then it is  possible that the students could use the late bus 
to get to and fro. This lack of transportation affects students in outlying rural 
areas like Port Elgin. Bliss had reported that there was a trans teen in the Port 
Elgin area that was living in a family that did not understand trans health and 
issues. This student would have benefitted from access to the Queer Room. 
This is something to look into for next year. The schools could also be brought 
up to date on the existence of the Room and provide information to students 
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about the hours and Facebook page. Thank you to the United Church for 
providing this safe place for queer teens. 

Meg Edwards 

Circle of  Service: 
Sharing Space 

God’s Doors are Open Wide at Sackville United
Shared Space Annual Report 2019

When moving into our new location, the congregation of Sackville United 
developed a “Shared Space” policy, with the goal that we would be less 
concerned with “rentals” than we would with sharing our space with the wider 
community.  And we have!   

Here are some of the groups that make regular use of our space: 

- A.A. 
- Tantramar Association of Grandmothers and Others 
- Tantramar Senior’s College 
- Godly Play Maritimes 
- Struts Gallery Summer and March Break Camps 
- Girl Guides of Canada 
- Safe Space for Teens (AKA “The Queer Room”) 
- Memory Café (Alzheimer’s Society) 
- Meditation Group 
- Live Bait Theatre 
- Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council 

Many other groups have many use of our space for occasional meetings and 
events. 

Thank you to everyone who extends this hand of friendship outside of our walls  
and into our town and our world! 

Respectfully submitted by 
Jennie Del Motte 
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Ministry Area Reports:  
 	 Communication 

Circle of  Service: 
Communications Group 

The Communications Group continues to work towards its goal of “facilitating 
good communication both within the congregation and from the congregation 
to the larger community”. 
  
Some new and continuing initiatives in the past year include: 
  

• Special announcement sheets for particular church seasons, especially 
Advent 

• posting announcements online on our website and Facebook, especially 
for special events 

• continuing our weekly email for the congregation (and Pastoral Charge) 
“What’s On at SPC” with information about church and community 
activities, and also important information from the wider church 

Rev. Lloyd is also continues to reach out our church and wider community with 
his Monday Morning Musings and colourful posters for church events posted 
throughout town. 
  
We celebrate the dedicated service of our A/V team, Julien, Lois, and other 
helpers including Miranda Forstall, Bruce Moore and Harris McSheffery, who 
contribute to running our A/V desk on Sunday mornings. 
   
The Communications Group – Lois Hicks, Jennie with input from Rev. Lloyd – 
will look forward to continuing their work. We continue to focus on maintaining 
a balance of communication that is thorough and reaches all our church family 
while not being overwhelming in its volume. 

Submitted on behalf of the Committee by Jennie Del Motte
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Ministry Area Reports:  
 	 Property and Finance

Circle of  Service: 
Trustees 

Trustees 2019 Annual Report

Members:  Shelley Beaver (Secretary), Bruce Moore (pending congregational 
approval), Ron Sutherland (Chair) 

The Trustees were saddened by the death of Mary Sears. Mary was a long-time 
member of the Trustees and served as Chair for many years. Her knowledge of 
the Church and its history will be greatly missed.  

The Trustees look forward to welcoming Bruce Moore to the Committee.  

The Trustees met once during the year.  The Trustees were kept abreast of 
administrative matters by email. 

The Trustees, working closely with the Green Team, sought and gained approval 
of the Executive of Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council for 
the capital improvements to the building, including the replacement of the 
windows and the rooftop heat pumps. Ron Sutherland represented the Trustees 
on the Green Team. 

In January, Ron Sutherland gave a presentation to the congregation on legacy 
giving.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Ron Sutherland (Chair) 
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Circle of  Service: 
Property & Maintenance Group 

Property and Maintenance
Sackville United Church Annual Report 2019

“We shape our dwellings, and afterwards, our dwellings shape us.”  
– Winston Churchill 

In 2019 the property which we call our ‘home’ was given several updates. The 
Property Committee worked in conjunction with the Green Team in a major 
retrofit upgrading. But the day to day things of maintaining our home was also 
given attention. 

The property committee has three members- not many to care for such a 
diverse set of owners! We have in 2019, in collaboration with Austin Ibbetson  
tried to lessen the seasonal heaving in the flooring in the worship space by 
keeping the blinds closed during the summer months. The floor did not heave 
as badly as during past summers. In addition a replacement timer for the 
outside lights was installed. This timer is manual and needs to be reset upon a 
power outage, or as the days shorten and lengthen.  

Regular maintenance is restricted by budget realities. Our caretaker works 
carefully to try to keep things clean and presentable. BUT we each need to be 
aware that our shared space is a shared responsibility and if we see something 
on the floor, pick it up or wipe it up.   

A ‘cleaning bee took place in the spring and several members did a deep 
cleaning. As a result, it was determined that the congregation needs to hire 
this out as there was more work than anticipated. 

In 2020 we need to ensure that the Main Street steps are repaired. The brick 
cladding is falling off and the loose bricks could be a danger. 

We have now been in this location for six years. As with any home regular 
maintenance is necessary. We try to keep up with patching paint chips and 
leaking toilets. It’s not exotic, but it is important if we are to be a welcoming, 
hospitable presence to the community users. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to this shared house we call call 
home. 

On behalf of the committee, 
Catheirne Gaw 
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Group: 
Cemetery Committee 

Sackville United Church Cemetery Committee  
Annual Report 2019 

Cemetery Committee: Florence Hicks, Margaret Anderson, Elsie MacDonald, 
David Fullerton and Phyllis Stopps (Chair) 

The Cemetery Committee did not meet as a committee in 2019. No funds were 
available for repairs during this year.  

A second working group was established in the summer of 2019 in response to 
the donation of the 1898 Bell from Sackville United Church .This Bell was 
donated by John and Joe Lafford. The Bell was recovered  from the church 
which had been sold to their company in 2012. At the invitation of Rev. Lloyd 
Bruce, the chair of this committee was Dr. Charles Scobie. Representatives of 
Sackville United Church were David Fullerton and Phyllis Stopps, while the 
committee was also comprised of 2 members of the Rotary and 2 members of 
Tantramar Heritage Trust. The Bell, presented  by Mrs. Joseph L. Black, the 
former Mary A. Snowball, in October 1898, has been installed in the Cemetery 
by the Laffords in November of 2019 . After a few very successful meetings a 
sign has been designed and will be installed and unveiled in the spring of 2020. 
Many thanks go to the Dr. Scobie, chair, the local Rotary Club who paid for the 
sign, the members of the committee who researched the history of the Bell,  
and of course, John and Joe Lafford for their gift.        
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Project: 
Faithful Footprints 

Green Team Report for the 2020 Annual Congregational Meeting
Sackville United Church

 “To transform home is to transform the world.”   
― Diana Butler Bass, Grounded: Finding God in the World. A Spiritual 

Revolution 

Almost a year ago Sackville United Church took this quote from Diana Butler 
Bass to heart and decided to transform our shared home: the building which 
houses our congregation. 

In 2014 the congregation purchased, and moved into, the former town hall. 
While smaller the renewed space required upgrades to the windows and 
heating system.  Conversation about the environmental emergency began 
several years ago. In the fall of 2018 the Trustees designated $20,000 for the 
purpose of retrofitting the windows in the building.  At a congregational 
meeting in 2019 the care for the environment was listed as a priority. An energy 
audit early in 2019 spurred us forward. The Faithful Footprints program 
provided the needed encouragement to stretch beyond replacing the windows 
to upgrading the heating system. Two air to air heat pumps were installed once 
the application was approved. 

A description of Faith and the Common Good and Faithful Footprints is 
attached at the end of this report. 

The process was led by a small group dubbed the Green Team. Many meetings 
happened. Quotes were sought, reviewed and recommended to the executive. 
The nature of the work meant that professional advice and installers had to be 
engaged. Little of the work could be addressed by congregational members. 
The congregation was kept informed of the progress being made through 
regular announcements and written contact.  

The buy-in from the congregation was crucial and we were intentional in 
keeping the focus on the role of caring for the earth and our shared space as a 
community committed to opening our space to the community. One of the 
added benefits was that some of the old single paned windows were 
repurposed for a green house! 

We have noticed an immediate change in the interior air quality with the 
windows and then the heat pumps. The power bill showed a decrease in energy 
used within the first months.  Is this a perfect solution: no, but we have done a 
great deal to care for the earth within the monies available to us. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/44319516
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/44319516
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A word of thanks is due. First to those who loved this community of faith and 
ensured that a bequest would be available to financially assist in decisions they 
could not have imagined. That loving care was continued by the Trustees who 
supported the application and extended $20,000 to the window retrofit. Thank 
you. And also a thanks to those who took a step in support of this project by 
contributing financially. In total over $11,000 was contributed to the greening 
of our shared space.  

As part of our project the painting of the upper floor was necessitated. Thanks 
to four individuals who covered the entire cost of the painting upstairs. That 
has been included in the total raised. 

We need also to thank the members of the congregational executive for their 
careful and intentional encouragement. And to having time for regular 
reporting to the congregation. 

Thanks also to the national programs of the United Church of Canada for the 
foresight in identifying the need to support the care for the environment. 

While this retrofit offers many benefits we are still worshipping in a building 
constructed in 1924 but it ‘feels’ and functions so much better.  We moved 
forward within the financial realities facing us. Some glitches are yet to be 
worked out, but there is a definite change to the air quality both upstairs and 
on the main floor. In our own small way, we feel we have honoured our call ‘to 
live with respect in creation’.  

At the time of writing the grants from NB Power and from Faithful Footprints 
are yet to be received, but we have been assured by both that the deposit/ 
transfers are in process.  

We are called to care for the earth and live with respect in creation. With 
thanks we offer our efforts. 

Blessings be. 

Sackville United Church, Green Team 
Catherine Gaw, Jonathon Harper, Ron Sutherland, Lloyd Bruce  

********************* 
Faithful Footprints is a program to help the United Church reduce its carbon 
emissions by 80 percent by 2050, starting with a focus on our own buildings and 
grants of up to $30,000 per community of faith.  Here’s a bit about that group: 
Faith & the Common Good (FCG) is a national, interfaith charitable network 
dedicated to assisting and inspiring religious congregations and spiritual groups 
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of all backgrounds to take collective action in creating more sustainable 
communities. 

Faith and the Common Good 

Mission: We harness the power of diverse faith and spiritual groups through 
education, capacity building, and collective action to build more resilient and 
sustainable communities. 

Overview 

Faith & the Common Good (FCG) is a national, interfaith network (charity 
registration # 82827 6121 RR0001) founded in 2000 on the belief that our 
diverse faith congregations and spiritual communities can be powerful role 
models for the common good.  Our network is composed of people of faith, 
hope, and spirit who, despite our differences in theology, dress and culture, 
share a calling to protect our ecosystem and a passion for community service. 

We work with local faith-based, environmental, municipal, Indigenous, and 
community partners across the country to host a wide variety of practical, 
educational, and spiritual programs that encourage: faith building energy 
efficiency; the re-purposing of surplus places of worship; faith sector support 
for clean energy and active transportation; interfaith climate justice and clean 
water alliances; and increased support for our climate-vulnerable neighbours. 
Greening Sacred Spaces (GSS) is our longest-running program. A practical 
program accessible to all faith traditions, GSS assists faith communities with 
both the educational and spiritual dimensions of greening as well as the “how 
to” side of audits, retrofits, and generally reducing a faith community’s 
footprint. 

On average each year, we work with close to 800 faith communities, from 20 
different spiritual traditions, to host hundreds of green events and activities 
that reach more than 10,000 Canadians. With 1 of 3 Canadians attending 
worship regularly, we believe that galvanizing faith groups to be neighbourhood 
sustainability role models is crucial for a greener, healthier, more resilient 
Canada. 

https://www.faithcommongood.org/interfaith_community_engagement
https://www.faithcommongood.org/greening_sacred_spaces
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Circle of  Service: 
Finance and Investment Committee 

Finance and Investments Committee
Sackville United Church 2019 Annual Report

Submitted by Ron Sutherland
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Report: 
Treasurer’s Report 

Chrystal Schipper-Everill continues to be a dedicated servant to the 
congregation (and pastoral charge) in her duties as treasurer in this, her first 
year on the job.  The notes in Appendix IV that explain some of the items on 
the balance sheet and income statement for 2019 reflect her desire for clarity 
and accuracy in the church finances both within SUC and in its financial 
relationship with the pastoral charge as a whole.  This transparency is 
something that Chrystal has strongly promoted and encouraged, following in 
the work of our previous treasurer, Eric Tusz-King. 

Submitted in deep respect of Chrystal’s work on behalf of our congregation 
by Jennie Del Motte 

Report: 
2020 Budget 
	 	 	 See APPENDIX I 
Report: 
2019 Balance Sheet as of  December 31, 2019 
	 	 	 See APPENDIX II 
Report: 
2019 Year-End Income Statement 
	 	 	 See APPENDIX III 
Report: 
Explanatory Notes to SUC Financial Reports 
	 	 	 See APPENDIX IV 


