
August 30, 2020 

To:  Sackville Pastoral Charge Council 

 USUC Executive 

 SUC Executive 

 

Re: Report and Recommendations from the Reopening Committee 

 

The Reopening Committee met Tuesday, August 25th. The committee reviewed 
the latest information from various sources regarding in person worship. The 
committee faithfully discerned whether the churches in the charge were safe to 
reopen and what steps needed to be taken for that to be realized.  

The committee is recommending that it is safe at this time to reopen as long as 
guidelines outlined below are adhered to. The committee decided that reopening 
is not a one size first all process so each executive will need to work with the 
guidelines to see how their church will implement them. Consultation will need to 
take place with both Jennie and Lloyd when he returns from vacation. The 
committee was adamant that the work load should not be onerous for our staff.  

The committee members are suggesting that USUC may open September 20th and 
SUC October 4th. There were several reasons for this suggestion. It was felt that 
the composition of the congregation as well as the structure of the church would 
lend itself to opening earlier. It was hoped that the USUC would lead the way in 
this process and both congregations would learn from their experiences. 

Taped services were felt to be necessary for the forseeable future. The committee 
is optimistic that the service could be taped at either sanctuary. The committee 
was not certain whether live streaming the services would be possible – perhaps 
once in person worship starts in SUC and we will defer the logistics to Lloyd and 
Jennie in conjunction with each executive to work out. Anne Pirie brought 
forward some ideas around small gatherings outdoors for those who are not 
comfortable with in person worship. It was felt that each executive could explore 
this option and enlist lay leadership to organize. It was recommended that this 



would not be an expectation placed on Lloyd and that at the most he may be 
asked to provide a text and questions to explore based on the resources he would 
be using that Sunday. Anne is also looking into having creation bags at each 
church if there is sufficient interest to provide away during creation time for 
congregants to have their own spiritual practice and know that they are also 
connecting with the wider faith community who are doing something similar. 

 

 

 

Recommended Guidelines for Reopening 

1. All people required to wear a mask indoors  
2. No singing – piano/organ instrumentals or taped singing 
3. No hymnaries to be used to save on post service cleaning 
4. No passing of the peace/handshakes/physical touch by congregants 
5. Hand sanitizer available at the door 
6. Washrooms cleaned after each use 
7. Chairs, pews, doorknobs and other surfaces cleaned and sanitized after 

service. (It was further recommended that a deep clean of each building be 
completed prior to the first in person service) 

8. Reduced capacity with physically distanced seating. New NB public health 
guideline is 1 meter apart for seated gatherings indoors as long as masks 
are used. Lloyd and Jennie would need to be 16 feet away from the 
congregation. Each executive will need to determine the capacity based on 
their space configuration. Also, they may choose to be cautious and use the 
old guideline of 2 meters distance.  Around this the committee discussed 
that SUC may look into using the upstairs to increase capacity if the service 
could be screened up there at the same time. Of course, this would need to 
be assessed to ensure that entering and exiting could be done respecting 
appropriate distancing with the narrow stairway. It may only need to be 
explored if there is a high interest in in person worship. 

9. Services would be limited to 30 minutes. 
10. Separate entrance and exit points are required with directional markers for 

movement of participants.  



11. A contact register would need to be maintained. All participants would 
need to sign in so a book and separate pens would need to be provided. 

12. A COVID questionnaire would need to be posted – likely above the 
registration table so it is available for participants to read each time they 
enter.  

Communication to all members about the guidelines and the protocols they 
will need to adhere to in order to worship is person is essential. The videos 
Lloyd shared with the committee from the United Church emphasized the 
importance of congregants being aware of what safety measures are in place 
to alleviate anxiety and not to be taken off guard when they attend.  

Finally, Anne Pirie used the image of the Good Shepherd when the committee 
was discussing these guidelines. The Good Shepherd looks to keep the flock 
safe in green pastures. These guidelines are offered to help the flock avoid 
dangerous places. If needed the Good Shepherd will ensure that the flock 
returns to the safety of the sheepfold if the landscape changes and new 
restrictions arise.  

 

 


